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No 1522 


Ppigye 2 


Nine young men, in their early 
Wenties, are undergoing terms of 
Mprisonment ranging from six to 
€n years in Yugoslavia. They are 
Mprisoned on Goli Otok, an island 
N the Adriatic. They can in no 
Sense be called political prisoners. 
heir crime is that they refuse to 
Kill their fellow men, 


The prisoners are members of the 
arene Community which is 
Particularly strong in certain dis- 
Nets of Yugoslavia, There are be- 
Ween ten and twenty thousand 
pearenes and they are mostly 
sitmers, 
rhe Nazarenes were founded in the 
riddle of the 19th Century by a 
as pastor who had been ex- 
Re led from the state Protestant 
S Ormed Church for “ preaching 
qaunst rational religion and pro- 
{ming the gospel of reconcilia- 
a In its original purity.” The 
v~* Spread from Germany in to 
Ungary, Austria, Rumania and 
reeoslavia, It has no priesthood, 
mies infant baptism and trans- 
A Stantiation, politics and oaths. 
is pulnciple tenet of the Nazarenes 
ment believers should refrain 
Come taking up arms - for they are 
manded, ‘“ Love your enemies,” 


wer many years the pacifist 
with renes have come into conflict 
Pins state authorities. Before the 
Dosit; World War their pacifist 
er ton was recognised and they 
ba ‘es Slven three years of non-com- 
When: service in the army, but 
tenes war broke out many Naza- 
fo. >. Were shot by the Austrians 
i} on tusing to bear arms. Since 
Slay, With the creation of Yugo- 
ally ie their position has continu. 
Bring <quorated (except for a brief 
When after the Second World War 
llon } they enjoyed some protec: 
Wore ecause of the excellent relief 
hag | they had undertaken), This 
io 4 2een particularly discouraging 
the be Nazarenes because some of 
they der members recall how when 

“ Were imprisoned with Mosa 
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Campaign to free 
Yugoslav COs 


Pijada, one of the leaders of the 
Yugoslay Communist revolution, 
during the inter-war years, he 
promised that things would be 
different when the Communists 
came to power, 
In 1958, Arlo Tatum, then secre- 
tary of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, wrote that there were 
200 Nazarenes in prison, less than 
half of them for the first time. 
After one sentence of between six 
months and three years, the Naza- 
rene would be called up a second 
and a third time, spending maybe 
ten or twelve years in prison until 
at the age of thirty the obligation 
for military service ceased, 
For several years efforts have been 
made to secure some kind of alter- 
native service for the Nazarenes 
but these have been unsuccessful. 
In 1961, after negotiations with the 
WRI, the Yugoslav Ambassador in 
London announced that it was not 
possible to change the law regard- 
ing compulsory military service. 
However, in future the Nazarene 
would be sentenced to only one per- 
iod of imprisonment, after which 
he would be free, In practice, with 
hearings conducted in a military 
court, this has meant only that the 
first. and only sentence tends to 
be longer than it would have been 
before. 
In 1964, a deputation consisting of 
the WRI, the Friends Peace Com- 
mittee, the Peace Pledge Union and 
Amnesty International - led by Fen- 
ner Brockway - met the Yugoslav 
Ambassador in London on Decem- 
ber 1, Prisoners for Peace Day, The 
Ambassador was very sympathetic 
and hopeful of securing an alterna- 
tive service clause for conscientious 
objecters in Yugoslavia, But later 
he confessed: ‘ The cases are com- 
pletely in the hands of the military 
authorities and therefore not much 
can be done,” This appears to be 
the problem. As a recent WRI 
statement says: 

“The reason for the failure up 
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Norman Mailer: Lyndon Johnson 
upside down 5,6,7&8 
James Kirkup: No more Nagasakis 3 
Malcolm Caldwell: Is Bertrand Russell 
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The Vietnamese Buddhists 
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STEVAN DOROSLOVAK 


horn 1941, judgement delivered May 96, 1963 
sentence 8 years and fine of 20,000 dinars 


STEPHANIDAS JAN & 
born 1940, Judgment delivered April 23, 1960 * 
sentence 9 years is 


MARKOV SAVA 
born 1842, judgment delivered October 16, 1963 
sentence 7 years 

PHILLIPOVIC MILIGOJAR 
horn 1945, judgment delivered May 16, 1864 
sentence 10 years 

MILAN ZAKIC 
born 1941, Judgment delivered May 7, 1962 
sentence 8 years 

TOMISLAV NEGRU 
horn 1937, judgment delivered August 13, 1960 
sentence 6 years 

DUSAN KATANIC 
born 1941, judgment delivered May 
sentence 0 years 

LIUBOMIR PETRIC 
born 140, Judgment delivered May 
sentence 8 years 

DEJAN JEVREMOV 


judgment delivered September 22 
sentence 10 years 


28, 1982 


oy 
eae 


i963 


jail on the island of Goll Otek in: 
the Adriatic, If is the abject of this 
campaign to secure their release > 
and to alter the law of Yugoslavia’ \— 
so that conscientious objectors may” 
undertake alternative service.’ 


till now is that eivil authorities 
to whom approaches have been 
made have little influence on the 
army authorities who are in 
actual control of things... To 
bring about any change in the 
law to get recognition for con- 
scientious objection to military 
service, those at the highest level 
of the povernment must be 
moved,” 
The WRI proposes to start an in- 
ternational campaign to pet the 
pressure Of world opinion turned 
on Yugoslavia. The Nazarene says: 
“T have no earthly country, neither 
any parly or political leanings,” In 
Yugoslavia he is imprisoned. 
Nine young men are at present in 


We hope that pacifists and pacifist — 

organisations will write to the 
Yugoslay ambassador in this coun-~ 
try and organise deputations to 
ask what is happening to these nine 
Nazarenes antl aiso to demand the. - 
recognition of conscientious objec — 

tion in Yugoslavia, The War Hes{s- 
ters’ International would be glad ta - 
hear about all activities under 
taken. Address: 88 Park Avenue, 
infield, Middx. — ; ey 
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Back numbers 


In response to our appeal for back num- 
bers of recent issues we have been able 
to complete our sets for January, 
February and May of this year. But 
we sil] need copies of: 


March 26° (frout 
King), 

April 30 (Revolution and Violence). 
Jf readers have spare copies (however 


few) for 1959 to 1963 we should be glad 
to hear from them, 


page Martin) Lather 
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curely as possible. Address: Publlshing 
Dept, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London NI. 


Tribune 


is always fighting 

for Socialist policies to end 
nuclear madness, Sixteen 
pages of politics, poetry and 
reviews giving a left slant to 
the international light for 
peace and freedom, 


every Friday from 

all newsagents ts 
or take advantage of this 
special offer 
8 weeks for ts (post free) or $1 US 


WALK WITH US 
TO PORTON 


to protest against germ 
chemical research for war. 
We leave Marble Arch 11 am 
Saturday September 4° and 
walk to Hounslow, Slough, 
Maidenhead, Reading, Newbury, 
Andover, Salisbury and Porton 


and 
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Peace News you sell Distributors and seller 
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and publicity leatlets available free. Write to 
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thall, atrees), 


2 Include date, town, place 
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secretary's address). 
To Ee full details, 
displayed advertisement 
Remember to arder capies of Peace News tor 
vour advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From: 
Circulation Dept.. 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. 


27-30 August, Fri-Mon 


KEELE Staffs. Third annual 
ference of British Humanist Assuc. ha ag 
ouster 


boek a classified ur 


University, con 


utions of the Family’ Speakers — Prof t 
Kirkendall, Michael Power, Brigid pe Il 
L. Elvin. Details 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, 
W.R, (WES 2543) 

28-29 August, Sat-Sun 
HORSHAM, Sussex 8 am. Sat g pm, Sun 
The Carfax. Fast and vigil to draw attention to 
Vietnam war. Collection for OXFAM, 3.E 
YCND. 


28 Aug-11 Sept, Sat-Sat 


LOWESTOFT ond YARMOUTH, National YCND 
project, “On the Beach.” Details IM Grays 
Inn Road, W.C.1, CHA 3872. 


29 August, Sunday 


LONDON S.W.5. 4° - dt pin. 3 
Gdns. Fete in aid ef Guiana sympositun 
trance $s. Africa Unity Honse. 


31 August, Tuesday 


LONDON W.C.1. 7.15 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. 
Lundon Area monthly mtg open to all members 
for discussion, planning and reports, PPU 


1 Sept, Wednesday 


ENFIELD, Middx. * pm. 3 River Front. 
meeting on Vietnam. Speaker Williaa 
Enfield P.V. Cttee. 


2 September, Thursday 


LONDON Et. 8 pm, Friends Meeting Hours 
Bush Road. "* Reminiscences of a Bookworm 
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Send to: TRIBUNE, 
222 Strand, London W.C.2. 


DEMONSTRATE WITH 
US AT PORTON 


against research into germs and 
chemicals for war purposes. 
Saturday September 11, 
Southern Region CND  support- 
ing march and picket. 

Committee of 100 “ walk 
through ” the research centres. 


AGAINST GERM AND CHEMICAL WARFARE, Ctlee of 100, 
ARC 1239 


McGrath oon 
cussion, Pax 


hy refreshments, talk «Dr B 
Libertarian Sacidlisin ) and di 


4 September, Saturday 


House, 


BRADFORD. 3° pi. Friends 
by 


Melbourne Plaee. Garden party 
Myrtle Solomon, PPU. 


Mocting 
opened 


BIUISTOL, 3 pm 26 West St. Oldland Common, 
Ruses 311/2) Discussion. Newsletter address 
ing PPU, 

MUSWELE WILE. 30 pm Princes Ave. Mas 
YCND March to Clissold) Park via) Archway 


Highgate YCND. 


4-11 September, Sat-Sat 


MARBLE ARCH 1) am. Walk to 
Join) demonstration at Chemical 
Warfare Establishment. Cttee 100 


Porton to 
and Germ 


8 September, Wednesday 


LONDON, N.4. 8 pm. 30 Adotphus E4t. Folk and 
Poetry. Stoke Newington YCND. 


9 September, Thursday 


LONDON, 
Hush Road 


E.11. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Group Discussion. PPU 


risks we are running now, 


A New China Policy 
Some Quaker Proposals 


A Report Prepared for the American Friends Service Committee 


The United States and Communist China have become al 
most completely separated by a wall of mutual hostility, ip 
an atmosphere of war. Believing in a peaceful solution to all 
differences between men, this group of distinguished Quaker 
scholars and businessmen presents some proposals for a new 
China policy, a policy which recognises the tremendous 
changes within the United States, within China, and on the 
International scene. The risks of seeking an accommodation 
with Communist China - a way of life rather than a way of 
death - are no greater, they believe, than the dangerous 


available from your bookshop 


Yale University Press New Hayen and London 


ANY BOOK IN PRINT can 
Housmans to all parts of the world. Hoag 
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of bucks, paperbacks, peace literature, BFeev 
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fo 1 pm Sats, 5 Caledoman Road, Kings Cross 
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now reprinted 


Available from Peace News | 
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8 weeks 
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post free trial 5s 
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coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonia | 
Road, London N.1. (Block lette®® | 
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James Kirkup 


NO MORE 


NAGASAKIS 


le 
the Hiroshima on the morning after 
Memorial meetiney in the Peace 
Inhes Was over, a spectacular typhoon 
Vig Shed itself upon the millions of 
bene) to the city. Soun we were all 
he ee: But the weather cleared up in 
nqveming for the very maving lan. 
Noyycdting ceremony, during which 
Manon tds Of frail, red, ereen and yellow 
Meg © Janterns, iNuminated with ear 


re 


houy one Hoated down the river by 


toas far as t could see: they 
Caught the first possible planes 
Anat ims Pack to Osaka or Tokyo. 
ith her example of how out of touch 
Mone Cality, and with peace, are the 
gi litieyy DOldine: and attending these 
hy co Tallies in the name of peace.) 
“5 iiiroshima with a heavy heart. 
never jiked the place, hut 
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hate to sev at and its H-bomb sufferers, 
whose genuine desire is simply for 
peace, being exploited and troubled if 
this insincere and useless way, 
1 was lucky {@ wet a seat an a small 
plane fo Fukuoka: a lovely tight over 
the islands of the Inland Sea and right 
acrosa the tremendous new "industrial 
cumplex " of Ritu Kyushu, a giant city 
formed hy the amalgamation ol five 
already-exisling cities in the narth of 
Kyuslin, Japan's southernmost island, 
From ukuoka | caught a jam-packed 
train - more people standmyg than sitting, 
us is usually the case in Japanese trains 
~ to Napasaki. 

* * * 
Nagasaki is utterly different in) atmos: 
phere from Hiroshima, in my apinfon, 
Nagasaki is the real “peace city in 
Japan, For one thing, it is international, 
with strong Christian and particularly 
Noman Catholic Jeanings. Foreigners - 
priests, businessmen, tourists, sailers, 


teachers 


pathetie ane 


Fhe Peace Memorial in Napasaks, 


ereeted on Atueust 9, 1950. 


are a comupon sight. said al 
ways wave been durin the bast nimdred 
years or sG. Add tu this the baneuorgus. 
Habanate temperament of the bate 
people, aad yea eet oa peeved! vb 
Kindly environtnert, oi a 
wonderful bachoar, surrounded tay ventio 
ereen teibls 

Compared with Nagasaki, Turoshima os 
provinctah  couurtrited and narraw 
{livostinna merely dias the dasturetion, 
dubious gadeed, af bettie the first cay aia 
the world on which an ata bomb was 
dropped. Tn a sense, Chis uct af senseless 
destruction was the making of Paresh 
ia, Bat Nagasaki did mot need ta have 
the second alone bomth dropped am i. 
three days tater, to ve kaewn as ana 
portant international cuy, dnimortidised 
by the ineehneplected, much-derimded 
works Of a great literary artist, Vierre 
Loti, ¢lt is im vain that one laoks for 
memorials to Loti Nagasaki, the city 
has chsowned bani oar just farpotten 
hint.) 

The athitude of Nagasaki people towards 
their bomb is ane of forgiveness though 
they cannot forget it, and no-one wants 
them to, there is in their memories 
none of the resentivent tiroshimia peaple 
feel, and are sti encouraged to va on 
feoing by eertain political groups 
The Peace State in Nagasaki, grotesque 
and Miis-shapen, almost completely lack 
ings in artistic value, is intended by the 
people of Navasaki “os the best expres 


ston oof forgiveness far the past and 
hope for Ure firture” Tt is ath of ten 
metres ain heweght, Germanic,  thack- 


necked, Wapgnercuinherioc, with closed 
eyes that give it a boazy look. ts right 
forefinger, uplifted foe heaven, seeds 
deliberately to be provoking the gods 
to send their wrath down on the city. 
The tucked-in chin makes at look as 
if it is burping. There is a vague loop 
of shapeless drapery over where the 
penitals shauld be: this completes the 
Impression of impersonalily and shalaw- 
ness: it lacks character, yvilalily and ar: 
Qiastic power, (inetdentalty, Po cannat re- 
member one  bitilding, meaoral or 
stalne commemorating the atamic disas- 
ters in tHliroshinta or Napasaki that has 


any artistic merit, They are all too 
hormbly slick and grandiose. An ex- 


eeptian is the splendid ink pamting Jn 
by Maruki in the International Cultural 
Hall in Nagasaki.) 

% ‘+ » 
i know Nagasaki well, and like it. So 
I was surprised and shocked buat then 
amused, by the first thing: fF saw during 
the peace festival, This was a smal 
American forces’ Drium and Bugle Band 
from the barracks af Sasebu - scene at 
the recent violently disputed visits by 
the Aimerivan ouelear subs - playing 
in the crawded shopping arcades of 
Nagasaki. It was a grim-faced, inilitaris- 
tie Hiltle outfit ino puce khaki, with an 
“unprejudived percentage of  " cal- 
oured "anen. ‘They marched and counter: 
tmurched, with a baton-swinging leader, 
playing incomprehensible nulitary 
marches while a plinp young American 
in tight sky-blue pants dodged about 
snapping them, a fatuous prin oan his 
face. 
By pre-arrangement with a department 
store, clouds of coloured paper petals 
were dropped by giggling shop eirls on 
the men, who kept rigid faces and never 
missed a step, This was surely oa sien 
Jarly tactless demonstration of Yankee 
Roa-puyinm? To was sorry for the sol 
ders; they were deeply ambarragsed 
by this awful chore, and the only way 
they could da it was to do it all with a 
inililary preeision that in the cireum- 
stances was huidicrous, 
There ds a large and jovial Australian 
delegation lo Gensuikyo'y Communist 
(iominated peace rally staying at my 
hotel, At other hotels there are Indo: 
nesian, Belginn, Chinese, Undian and 
Alfrivan delepates, 
Ou Sunday, August 4, after a hearty 
breakfast, the Australians, in > shirt 
sleeves and braces, wemt off, by special 
bus, ta inspect A-bomb auferers at the 
hospital Why  inerease these | paor 
people's pusery by inaking thom part af 
organised tours? The vietins hata these 
visils by visiting delegations and tour. 
ists. hut in: their helplessness cannot 
avoid) these infringements af their 
privacy. 
Genusuikyo's other arrangements for ite 
foreign delegates - wha seemed te mix 
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Wilh) each other, owappinp Penibniscences 
of previews conferences, rather Vhat 
with the dapanese - frluded a tnemariat 
Inetiune ber Chamba dames (West inten 
weiter and oodhtor oof the West) tnehan 
Gavethe who died ty dondun ia Decoumer 
Of last vearo, a massive, chanting Linterty 
processtan for peace (lanterns ware 
searece and few forenin dedevutes taok 
party and the diemoril servicer an front 
af the Statue of Peace Gn Unie uiorreinie of 
Suust YH when, twenty years apo, Ate 
hoamb fehl 

twas iaterested do mate that Geensiaeh yas 
notices du Mrwhish stalet that participa. 
fon it the memuvial service was “vee 
hunt Had the other events, perhaps, 
not been > veluomary’ Add why shoudd 
the niost duportiait event af all, indeed 
the only “oevent,” be dabedied un this 
way’ PE onaticed that a darge ntamber of 
the Australian delegates abd nat attend 
{he Verembony, 


loarrived in front of the Peace Statue 
at WS am. A huge maryuce had heer 
erected an troat oof it i a iasirhy 
park, a mt wat rehearse a chote of 
sehooleiris ia the singing of a sweet 
hut insipid peace anthem. Behiad the 
Pouce Statue, there were swarms of 
vou amen aint bags who had beoushe 
their homing pisvans te be released, 
frain gailyedecorated wieleer cates. at 
12 am, the flour of the Bomb. Mhits 
was qnite the best part of the ceremony 
forme - Watching those eaver youngsters, 
so proud oof their pets, strokinuy ard 
fondhing them as they transferred then 
fron careyving- baskets fo the decorator 
witkerawork Cazes. 

A police band arrived. The marquee 
Was already packed with people, and 
others were studing several rows deep 
round the open sides, Dignitaries beran 
arriving and priests of the Shinto, Budd: 
hist und one representulive of the Romar 
Catholic religians. The contingent of 
foreten delegates made an entrance ani 
went to their speetal seats: one Geasutk 
yo ember (red to start a round af 
applause by clapping, hut no ene joied 
in 

He beamed at {he delerates, but when he 
saw me, alone, wearing my CND hadee, 
he frowned, afraid, ike so many dapan- 
ese, Of the unexpected, the exception ta 
the rule. There were numeraus speeches 
tm dupanese and a long elaborate Shinte 
ceremony ino front oof the Peneo Statue, 
Which increasingly made me think of 
Haat, now that its base was smothered 
in scores af ostentatious wreaths 

A reporter fron NHE Glapan road. 
tasting Corporation) came up te ine and 
asked mie if | thought this peace cere- 
Wony was “ineaninaful’ He expected 
me to say ves, and was shocked when 
{ told him wo owas a travesty, that no 
ceremony performed dn front of an idol 
af sueh inferioy artistic qualtty vould 
he sineera: anly the feeling ta the hearts 
of menrneni was sincere, He bowed 
aod smued and backed away. 

Why, I wondered, was the ceremeny not 
being held at the epicentre of the aton 
bomb, taarked by a plain stare stele 
ina snl park? Phat, surely, was the 
appropriate plas to pray oar this 
twentieth anniversary’? 

It was fen minuies to eleven, just (inne 
for me to run downhill and along the 
main street to the park. | reaviied there 
shortly before UV am. There were very 
few poople, and mast of then were snap 
ping each other in picturesque poses 
round the severely suaule manurment, 
at the foot of which was a handful of 


hunches of country flowers and 4 few — 


sticks af incensa were burning. Whe re 
were na TV cameras, ne Ain urls, aa 
recording cloctricians, no circling planes 
and helicopters, ne reporters ‘ 
Vi. was here, in company with a dozen 
or so dapanese, that To bawed my head 
as the cocket, bursting soon after eleven 
p'elapk had. chimed, fold. us the anni: 
vergary af the fatal serand had arrived. 
Again Y wept, withont knowing why, 
far t waa thinking af nothing My memo 
wigs were beyond thanehts, ana heyerd 
words, and (forot to prag 

James Rirkap has been biviag-in Japon 
for several years. Anihor of the pron 
“Wa Mare Hivaghlmas,” he recently wot 
an international PEN award far hte 


Rrerrecucece “Japan Marie” Ale 
rst report) on the: conmenuration 
eoromonies in Janan. in which he. ise. 


erfhed us reactions @ Hirashima ax it 


is foday, aypenred in Peace News: tow 
Week. ’ 
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Among agents of aggressive American 
imperialism identified at the Helsinki 
Peace Congress were: the International 
Confederat.on of Free Trade Unions; 
nonalienment; Western economic ald 
and ftechbiveal advisers; the Peace Corps; 
negotiations; the United Nations Organ- 
isation; the Youny Women's Christian 
Association; the Boy Scouts; and, of 
course, non-violence. 

This only makes sense if you accept that 
he who is not with the national hhera- 


tion movements of the world is actively 


Editorials 


The Auschwitz 


The trial of the Auschwitz war criminals 
in Bonn was conducted with a fairness 
and dignity that carn it only praise. 
The judge, Dr Hofmeyer, passing sen- 
tence on August 19, emphasised that the 
court's task had not been to “ overcome 
the past’; the only issue with which it 
had been concerned was the guilt of 
the accused. 


Six men were sentenced to life imprison- 
ment with hard labour. Eleven were 
given more lenient sentences. Three 
were acquitted. Of those given lenient 
sentences, two were rejeased immediate- 
ly: the time they had spent in prison 
while awaiting trial was taken into con- 
sideration. 


The criminals of Auschwitz were cer- 
tainly treated with the humanity and 
compass on that they themselves so 
grossly defi'ed during the dreadful time 
in which they had power. Justice was 
done, a9 it had to be, The crimes of the 
Nazis could not be allowed to go un- 
punished. But the justice was carried 
out in a way that precluded any aceusa- 
tions of revengefulness. 


For many, of course, the sentences were 
too mild. Those unfortunate people who 
had to live through Auschwitz, those 
with re’atives who did not survive it, the 
entire Jewish race - for all of them the 
trial at Bonn had a_ significance that 
only they can understand. They had to 
experience Auschwitz and Nazi perse- 
cution directly: if they call now for 
more severe punishments, no-one can 
blame them. 

The judge pointed out in his summing- 
up, however, that individual guilt would 
have been relatively casy to establish 
21 years ago: now, the prob'em was 
much more dificult. Even the ideal wit- 
ness could not remember with certainty 
all the details of the events which 
happened so long ago. For that reason 
a’one, the leniency of the verdicts was 
necessary. 

But there are other more genera) reas- 
ong for leniency. No sentence, however 


right? 
against them, This Dulles-type formula- 
tion (in reverse) was advanced by 
several speakers, especially those from 
Africa, The fiery Albanian spokesman 
went further and put Russia in the 
same camp by accusing it of having 
capitulated and become a “ propagandist 
for American defeatism.” (On this, as 
on most other occasions when thus pro- 
voked, the Russians replicd to the char- 
ges with restraint and dignity, and had 
the majority of the Congress solidly 
behind therm.) 


trial 


severe, can undo the crime that has 
been committed. If the sentences had 
been more severe they might even 
have perpetuated the past, given in to 
the very inhumanity they were supposed 
ta punish. The inhumanity of Nazism 
cannot be defeated by more inhumanity. 
The question remains, were the sen- 
tences imaginative enough? The sen- 
tences passed on the criminals are a just 
punishment but they are no more than 
that. The accused were “ excentional” 
people in a very dreadful sense. Through- 
out the trial, not one of them showed 
any remorse for what he had done. 
Boger, “the devil of Auschwitz,” inven- 
tor of torture apparatus, the man who 
murdered small children and drowned 
a Polish priest by holding his head in a 
water butt, told the court with a shrug 
of his shoulders: “ During the Hitler 
period one had to obey orders.” 


We need to know more about the men- 
tality of such men. When they are 
in prison will there be any provisions 
for psychiatrists to study what was 
once, or still is, the mind of a Nazi? 
Perhaps the court had no powers to 
make such a provision in the sen- 
tences; perhaps such a provision would 
have been more severe than “ with hard 
labour.” To suggest that someone under- 
go psycho-ana'ysis for the rest of his 
life sounds at first like brainwashing, but 
there need be no question of any of the 
ex-Nazis heing forced to reveal what 
is in their minds. Any form of psyclio- 
analysis would have to be conducted 
only on a voluntary basis, both for 
reasons of humanity and efficiency. 

We do need to know the Fascist mind: 
there is plenty of evidence - in South 
Africa, Spain, Portugal, even in our 
own country - that the word is not 
yet rid of it. More than that, perhaps, 
we may discover just what torments 
these men have gone through because 
of what they assented to or were forced 
to do in the past. We may find the 
crucial point at which it is possible to 
finally forgive. 


Police gag Screeches 


Sereeches Publications. the publishing 
group whieh was recently raided by the 
police (Peace News, Attpust 20), has 
again been raided. This time Blackburn 
police arrived, compiete with search- 
warrant, seized all the copies of “The 
Go'den Convalvulus” (the antholovy of 
eratica which started all the troub’e), 
copies of “ Poetmeat"” magazine and a 
small poetry collection entitled “ Wheth- 
er you or TE love or hate.” Dave Cuniiffe 
writes that “this Jatter is so obviously 
innocuons that we can only assume that 
{ts removal was contrived to help in- 
capacitate us as publishers.” 


All of the group’s fi'es, invoice records 
and mailing lists relating to their publi- 
cations, and one “strictly personal" 
address book were seized. The original 
manuscripts and stencils for the “ Gald- 
en Convolvulus " and “ Poetmeat,” issue 
9 and 10, were also taken. This means 
that this small and financially precarious 
publishing group, which is best known 
in this country for the work it has 
done encouraging young and experimen- 
tal pocts, ia now completely out of ac- 
thon. Not content with that, the police 
also took correspondence and private 
books from the publishers’ booksheives, 


Tt is not yet certain what is to happen 


next. The Public Prosecutor may decide 
to do nothing about the offending ero- 
tica anthology On the other hand, he 
could submit the case to the local bench 
who can apparently order that the warks 
be destroyed - without any discussion 
as to their literary merit. Other than 
that, the case may be taken to a higher 
court. This wonld be an expensive busi- 
ness for a publishing group which has 
always operated ona shoe-string. 
Whatever happens, several glaring in- 
justices stand out: the police have far 
exceeded their rights by seizing per- 
sonal notebooks and books from the 
ublishers’ private collection. It is de- 
vatable too whether they had any right 
to take copies of the group's poetry 
magazine. Further, a report on “The 
Go'den Convolvulus" anthology most 
prohab'y came from a post office source. 
In other words, Screeches’ mail was in- 
tercepted. (Of the copies of the anthol- 
ofy mailed out, only one arrived at its 
destination). 


This could be not only a trial case for 
all “little? magazine publishers, who 
have litle defence against such over- 
hearing palice treatment, bul yet another 
test of the state of civil Nberties in 
Britain, 


In the Jast of Maleolm Caldweil’s three articles written after his ie 
to the Helsinki Peace Congress he discusses the arguments pui forwa | 


by the ‘national liberation movements ” at (he congress 


and asks “ how 


. . iJ 
accurate is the pielure of American imperialism presented by those | 
who have abandoned non-alignment?” 


However, the point in raising the matter 
here is this. Several formerly non-aligned 
countries have in recent years reformn- 
lated their foreign policies in a new 
bi-polar way, Leader In this process has 
been President Sukarno of Indenesia, 
Ils non-alignment has been quite ex- 
plicitly discarded in the last two or three 
years, In place, he has put forward the 
idea of NEFO and OLDEFO. NEFO is 
short hand for “ newly emerging forces,” 
and these are defined to include the 
anti-imperialist nations of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, the “ socialist” (i.e. 
Communist) countries, and the progres- 
sive forces of the capitalist countries. 
OLDEFO, obviously, makes up the re- 
mainder, headed by the US imperialists 
(which surely could be abbreviated to 
USIMPS; and had it been, the speeches 
at Helsinki would have been appreciably 
shortened all round). 


The struggle between these two forces 
is seen to be implacable and irreconcil- 
able. It is also sharpening. As the US 
faces defeat all over the world in its 
efforts to bolster up OLDEFO, it re- 
sorts to more and more desperate 
measures. The adjectives “ Hitlerite" 
and “ fascist’ were very freely banded 
about the Congress. ‘his was only to be 
expected from some of the delegations, 
but it was surprising coming from the 
Cambodian spokesman. Cambodia, under 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, has always 
seemed to me to have the most balanced 
and reasonable of foreign policies. How- 
ever, it is undoubtedly the case that 
recently Cambodian denunciation of 
American actions has become more and 
more outspoken. 


The Cambodian spokesinan at the Con- 
gress, Mr Chea San, had this to say about 
American policy in Vietnam: 


* American imperialists at the head of 
their satellites and — enterprising 
Jackeys have transformed their mill- 
tary intervention into a real campaign 
to exterminate the people of Vietnam, 
Our brothers from South and North 
Vietnam already told you the other 
day about the horror of the American 
bombing raids, of the use of napalm, 
toxic) gases and chemical powders. 
Their tale, there can be no mistake 
about it, was ominously reminiscent 
of Hitler fascism. 


“My delegation listened to them with 
great emotion, made all the more in- 
tense and profound since Cambodia, 
a neutral, peaceful country, enjoying 
exceptional internal stability. has not 
escaped this resurgence of barbarity 
which we had hoped had gone for ever. 
The peaceful peasants of our frontier 
villages ure also subject to terrorist at- 
tacks of South Vietnamese and Thai- 
land mercenaries in the pay of the 
United States. We, too, have felt the 
consequences of a ecr.minal war wared 
by American imperialism in Vietnam, 
only because we have always carried 
out a penuine policy of national in- 
dependence..." 


This statement must give pause for 
thought. It cannot possibly have been 
made by a Communist. It comes from 
the oflicial representative of an Asian 
stutesman, who, starting with a= pro- 
Western bias in the immediate post- 
war period, has moved with great sen- 
Sitivity in accordance with the changing 
patterns of world polities. 


Significant, too, has been the develop- 
ment in recent years in the thinking of 
Bertrand Russejl. There is abso.ute y 
no doubt that the events he himself 
recounts in Unarmed V.ctory greatly 
affected him. He conciuded, after a life. 
time of what might be termed anti- 
Communist non-alipnment, that, in 
the two crises in which he himseif played 
an active part, it was the two Commu. 
nist powers which showed the greatest 
appreciation of the dangers of muciear 
war, and the two Western powers which 
were reck.ess and war-mongering. 


This is reflected in his statement to 
the Helsinki Congress, in which he says: 
“It has been said in the past that 
all parties to the co'd war are to blame 
for the arms race and for the threat 
of nuclear war. It can no longer be 
said with any justification. Events 
oi recent years and present policies 
of the United States make clear _be- 
yond any doubt that the threat to 
work] peace is American impertalism. 
Any honest observer of the word 


: 2 t 
scene, conversant with the facts, mus 
come to (hat conclusion,” 


The statement goes on to. conden 
America’s attempt to “ annihilate 7 
people of Vietnam, and to call on ©) 
peace movements of the world to | 
demn and oppose America, whose 

less behaviour” it is which bring 
world to the brink of nuclear war. 


It was, of course, predictable thal the | 
Chinese would mount an attack ol 
nature on the Americans. What was in 
teresting was that they cited sevell 
American sources in corroboration (@.6: 
the New York Times deseription of ' 
“Johnson doctrine” as a commitmen 
to resist the advance of “ Communism 
- i.e. any anti-American manifestation | 
anywhere in the world by force, a 
Drew Pearson’s admission that all ov 
the world the US are regarded ‘i 
“Vlitler-like aggressors ”) and paid han 
soine tribute to the American peat 
movement for its good work, regardies 
of the political complexion of that move 
ment, 


The questions for us to tackle in the 
peace movement as a matter of Uren 
are, I suggest, two. First, how accurg 
is the picture of American imperialey 
which is advanced by those who hav) 
abandoned non-alignment? Second, Ww 
is lo be done about it? 


IT cannot in the space available to me 
here even begin to sketch an answe 
to the first question. My main purpose ! 
to raise it. 

It does seem to me, however, to Ly 
broadly true that America is necessatl 
in the unenviable position of try!t? 
to preserve a status quo which s0 a 
nally favours her. The inflexibility “a 
American society frustrates the dem 
cratic and progressive forces; it Pe, 
mits power to reside more or Jess pe 
manentiy in those groups which are nee 
benefitted by the present arrangeme), 
of world trade and control over nat, 
resources {throughout the world. “4 
the wor'd-wide network of bases. Th 
the certainty that settlement of NY 
problem, say the Dominican Repu, 
will simply mean a_ switching of n 
geographical venue of the next conf 4 
tation with the national liberation forte 
determined to change the world distt 
bution of wealth and power. 


How far America will go in defence a 
her privileges (6% of the word's pony 
lation controlling 60% of the wot! ; 
resources, says Russell) is an open quer 
tion. This year we have had, in Ame 
ca, discussion of the following possibly. 
ties: the nuclear bombing of Nol 
Vietnam and China; the use of gag #y 
germ warfare in Vietnam; and the 10%, 
ing of North Vietnam by bombing HT 
dykes (equated by the highly respet! | 
I. F. Stone with Nazism in Holland): | 
At first sight it seems a laughable arg 
unreasonab'e charge to accuse the int 
of carrying out a war of “ exlerimty, 
tion” in Vietnam. But put it this ¥#4 


= 


If the American president is determy 
as he says he is, to stay in South V%, 
nam, and if he is determined, as he #4. 
he is, to win the war, this means %o 
jectively that he is prepared ta wip “ag 
the entire population, because a8 | oy 
as there are some Vietnamese alive © 

will undoubtedly go on lighting. 


| 
Ralph Schoenman of the Bertrand Re 
sell Peace Foundation called for "jp, 
arraignment of the American army. 
Vietnam, and their chiefs, as war &” 
nals, in view of their actions, ent 
Now, those countries and move icp 
who accept that American imperaso 
is the main enemy of world peace jij 
on (to point out that disarmament w ati 
favour a freezing of the status quo op 
far from disarmament, the national Wore 
alion movements need more and aw 
arms in order to be able ta overt ate 
American imperialism and ii asl 
their countries. This, clearly, is ® Fred 
tion totally at odds with those rave 
by the Western peace moverncnts af 
Can I merely ask this question ant 
If we are not in favour of Vig 
defeat of American Imperialism Bit we 
out the world, how on earth © 
propose to go about getting AmerO® pet 
stronyest world power, to surrelw ) 
irivileges any other way? ee the 
faleolm Caldwell is a lecturer fica 
London Behool of Oriental and Bt gro" 
Studies. We has recently return 
a year in south-east Asta. 
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e The treat fear that lies upon America is not that fanudoa Jobason 
IS privately close (0 insanity so much as that he is the expression oi 
The Near-insanity of most of us and his need for action is America’s 
heed for vetion; not brave action, 
Move to vet the motors soins. A future death of the spirit lies close 
4d heavy uvpon American fife, a cancerous emptiness Chat calls fora 


but aetion; any kind of actions anys 


These words were spoken by Nerman Mailer in’ May of this year to 
ral thousand students at the University of California, Berkeley. 
ae oceasion of the speech was Vietnam Day. Like almost every thing 
oe Chat the author af “The Naked and the Dead", “The White Negro”, 


+s 
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Written or said, this speech contained fireworks, controversy, and) an 
sight into American life that ouly Mailer could supply. 

4 reported 
‘pplause ”’ for his speech, In fact he received a standing ovation, ‘The 
‘American broadeasting station, KPFA, cut (he speech off after ten 
Minutes (Mailer did not know he was on the radio) and Liter decided 


that Mailer received ‘ fieht 


switching of lO broadcast an edited version, In dune of this vear "The Realist,” 


“the next contin 
al Liberation (ore 
> the world dist 
rower, | Ri y 
1 po in defence of The Realist.” 

f i, ‘s y : Yo . t . 
Page nT) tn “8 apo in Atistin, Texas, mot far 
) an tne es que? thy! the LB ranch, even less far from 
ye at oper ne Jo tadio station owned by Lady Bird 
foll hee soil: vig SON, ata time when our Preside! 
Binling cone ott, ting, “oh Vice President, | read a tew 
he use of gas # 9 so, t had written about Lyndon John: 
mam: and the {ae Teg’, 20 audience at the University of 
yale : By AS 
n by bombing & ia ; 
e nehly respec! “OOuson had compromised too many 


: e ee Niet 
ism in Holkand): cdigytadictions, cand now the contra- 
sa laueha ble ta were in his face: when he 
a eee the U?! iin the corners of his mouth 
ri a oxen ie nt ezeq gloom: when he was pious, 
a a it this way! gi @yes twinkled irony, when he 
Saint 18 eternity ib Rote Ina righteous tone, he looked 
lay in Sonthekae an Bye when he jested, the tam in 
Revie say OWls looked to quiver Tle was not 
mined, as he 4.1 cong; ae 28! 1 
sale: means a via 
epared toa wipe vit Woy, Pexas audience latghed as af | 
, because as ve the» William Paulkner talking about 
inamese alive BY Ye. “NOpes family. 

i ye ats f 5 F 
1 tighting. Rus abous later, getting ready to write 
the Bertrand ihe! ‘one Johnson again, | endeavoured to 
m called a if om Closer 
American arm? ie re private persanality of LBJ, as 
Nefs, as war’) 8Orted by the authority of the best 


le textof the speech in fall. 
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New York’s much stronger equivalent of " Private Eye, 


a) 


reproduced 


The following is the full text whieh we reproduce by courtesy of 


written by a high official must not be 
Judged by average standards, or one 
would be forced ta say, for example, 
that fack Kennedy was nota very good 
writer and Bobhy Kennedy, at last 
readine, wrote a dead stick’s prose. Hut 
even at ifs worst, the prose style of 
Jack Kennedy (and his ghost writers) is 
to the prose style of LBD tand dis phost 
writers) as de Tovqueville as to Ayn 
Rand, Reviewing Johnson's book for the 
Herald Tribune, tsar; 
“It is even not mnpassible (hat Aly 
Hope far America is the worst book 
ever written by any political leader 
anywhere... a boundless sea of over 
weening piety 2 0. an abominable 
damnable book. a prose which stirs 
halfheard cries of death by sutfoca- 
tion.” 
] went on to say that Johnsen was not 
aowriter but a communications engines? 


“The essence of totalitarian prose 
is that it does not define, it does not 
deliver, Ef oppresses. Ho obstructs 
from above. ft is pratowudly contemp- 
tuous of the minds who will receme the 
message, So it does is best to dull 
Uhis consclousness with sentences 
which are nothing but brickedan 
power structures.” 
It was obvious My Hope for Ameria was 
part of the expanding horrar of Amer! 
can tite. If would be used to brataewash 
high school kids. Like all horror, it 
stayed in the memory, tor it afered a 
surrealistic chie too Lyndon Johusan’s 
real secret vision of a Great Saciety 
jobs for all, everybody with au interest- 
ing Joh, the farmers taken care ot 
their subsidy cheeks written by canmpu. 
ters . every qadustrial worker with bis 
own psychoanalyst, every student who 
was able to pass the aptitude tusts able 
to stay in school forever, Medicare, anti- 
bioties in every glass of drinking water, 
tranquilisers added to the teleyisian 
dinners, birth control pills in the baaze. 


The President was willing to go even 


further. One could caneeive oof him 
Juakine a speech: 
“bet gs reason tosether, 
is indivisible.  Marajuana 
just sneha freedom. Bat there are 
those who oarpste with justice that 
Mariana is passed froma ninth te 
mouth. That is, by common cansent, 
wnsanitary, Therefore T propose Cou 
gress dyaw up oa daw requiring mvari- 
Juana to he inarketed: salely am say- 
pasitaries,” 


Freedom 
might be 


There would be a recreation programme 
for all Amenean children. taass cialis 
themes in alpecouditioned staduamns with 
do ovlussed-over clone. "Phe majors wold 
have eighty two baseball teams i each 
league and the additianal teams would 
take theip manes from the new dates 
complexes buvt avoid shopping centres 

the teams would he called Bypass 60, 
Ramp 6, Belt 1, Lower Alternate Pree 
way d, the Coral Gade Arnis 


The colleges would look bhe factaries, 
the housmg projects would keep took wt 
Dke prisomjg, the Corporation odice mnt 
Ings would be andistimpartsdiable frei 
the colleges, and aot even am oirhne 
hostess would Know where the airport 
ended wad Che motel bedroonr began 


The sexual revolution would push on, 
Ladies magazines would woader whether 
the orgy had become a vital solutian ta 
suburban tife 1 there would he statis: 
Qiciains to paint ont that the modern 
Orgy Beauplug showed an average of 
eizht people and one erection, stilt 
State Departunent intelbectuals could 
point ant oon their ortentation tours 
fhroweh the wuiiversittes af Ameria hat 


the sexual revolution was just begun, 
and ways wordt be found lo increase 
vitality 

Camp owaukt dave moved an ta the 


Happy Hunting Ground af oh) art snove 
ment. A new arto mneavement would be 
in, At would be called Shit dis test 
wauld be ah this abject, happeriny, 
work, event oor production niare resan.- 
ant than rt wan yesterday? Movies ubout 
the Strategie Ate Command with biriniy 
Stewart, Tlibert Humphrey specebes, old 
Lawrence Welk records, news phot 
Braphs of Mayor Wigner, Senate testi 
mnony by Kohert McNamara, interviews 
with J. Edgar Hoover - these would 
be the artifacts of the new art move. 
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nent. CVonp was out amd Sha was on 


Well, the President contemplating this 
perspective contd nat be allagetber 
happy "The Gireat Soqery is a dud," 
wis das lament “Y dan’t even Nave an 
iss with whieh te slaw down the Nugrag 
anit (heir Rights 


The President beiieved very maveh on 
inte Tle hebeved the hiastary whieh 
made the headhines each day was utore 
read to the peeple than Che events 
themselves, (owas not te Neia weve 
Wert that possessed The real importance, 
Wo owas the wevement’s ability to get 
epaee an the papers. That ability was 
equalled only by ihe Presidente wbulity 
to attach hitmsel€ ta the tmage of civil 
nohts 


Bring back Vietnam 


But dus ablitty to control the image; 
even Put i howe When necessary, was 
hampered by one fact ln the Great 
Socteély there wis oa moveneal, pre 
uranine, phat oor ideal which wis 
even remotely us dradiwatlt as the civad 


Hells meavenent Se the eadh vroghts 
niovement was pone ta crowd yverye 
Thing else out at the ae waspapers 


There vas fang ta be no way fa contral 
the Negra mayeutent. and ie way 0 
convinee the Negra mieyoaiert Una thew 
Vielory was due ta tas purticalar athen 
fons, VYott can never canvintea a move 
Mien? Gi your power UnAlewe you cary 
send them back after you have dalled 
them forth oo thr President neaded an- 
other rmeueé, Then it game to the Pres} 
dent. 

Hat cian. Vietnans. 

Vielnam, that tittle old coupiyy windy 
had heen under bls uase all These yoarr. 
Thines were potting tea qiulet or Viet. 
nam. Ho there was ane (ting batter Chan 
Hactent in the sanmeer, if wan ai rans 
On fice paddies and napalm on red 
mouks, Now he had @ nae Wher the 
Wit ontat boa fond aval aseevhury Waa 
siving. tao Nuch space ta thal, fe craic 
wiways tell the Nigeas to wie pom) tine 
(Q be anarching on the White Hewee; 
when they vata hele tae serious he 
could bring back Vietnaty 


continued overieaf 
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Norman Mailer 


He vould even make all those Barry 
Goldwater rednecks and state troopers 
happy - that was a happy nation, when 
everybody had something going for 
them. The Nigras had their civil rights 
and the rednecks could be killing gooks. 
Yes, thought the President, his friends 
and associates were correct in their es- 
timates of him as a venius. Hot danin. 
Viet-nam. The President felt: bike the 
only stud in a whorehouse on a house- 
boat. 


A dirty romance 


Ladies and gentlemen, you will notice 
that up to this point, I have offered 
hitlle in dhe way of closely reasoned quiet 
argument. | did observe for myself that 
in the discussions about Vietnam which 
took place last Saturday in Washington, 
and were seen by many of us on tele- 
vision, there was an abundance of ra- 
tlonal argaments advanced for our es 
calation in Vietnam and an cqual abun- 
dance of equally rational argurnents 
against our involvement there 


Well, so far you have received no ra- 
tional arguments from me today and you 
are not likely to receive many more as 
we vo on. T believe our present situa- 
tion in Vietnam is so irrational that any 
attempt to deal with it logically, iz illo- 
gical in the way surrealism is iliagical, 
and rational political discussion of Adolf 
Hitler's motives was illogical and then 
obscene. 


Bombing a country at the same time 
you are offering it aid is as morally 
repulsive as beating up a kid in an 
alley and stopping to ask for a kiss. 


Reading the papers these days is a night- 
mare of unrequited love. If one’s country 
lives like a woman in some part of the 
unconscious dream life of each of us, 
4f beneath all our criticisms and detes- 
tations of America’s vulgarity, misuse of 
ower, and sheer pompous stupidity, 
here has been still some optimistic 
Jove affair with the secret potentialities 
of this nation, some buried unvoiced 
faith that the nature of America was 
finally good, and not evil, well, that faith 
has taken a pistol-whipping in the last 
months. The romance seems not even 
tragic or doomed, but dirty and mis- 
placed. 


Still, lat me assume there is some point 
in trying to be reasonable about Viet- 
nam even if it is only to discover that 
there is no logic in the situation. But 
Jet me at least make one straightforward 
attempt to understand what transpires 
there. J will, however, insist that the 
logic we employ runs close to the vein 
of theological argument, for we must 
try to speak rationally about a mystery. 


Since any interpretation which seeks to 
justify our role in Vietnam on legal 
rounds is criminal - since we have no 
egal justification to be in the country; 
we are in fact there (as many of you 
doubtless know already) in violation of 
the treaty of the Geneva Conference of 
1954 which we were pledged not to ob- 
struct - the only positive argument for 
our presence is that while we are il- 
legally in Vietnam we are there at least 
to fight Communism. 


Well, that is a Jarge qigaiere It is part 
of a large mystery. We inay leave the 
largest parts of it for last 


Domino theory 


What may properly concern us first are 
the arguments and complexes of argu- 
ment which revolve around the domino 
theory, Vietnam, says this much dis- 
cussed theory, is a domino, supporting 
al) the other dominoes of south-east 
Asia. This is, of course, argument with 
the aid of metaphor, argument by im- 
wpe, But metaphors have curious 
mechanics. There is much dispute ahout 
their properties. 
Edgar Snow, for example, would argue 
that the dominoes of southeast Asia are 
already falling. 
Insofar as they are dominoes, Indonesia 
has fallen, and Cambodia. Both nations 
recognise the Viet Cong as the legitt- 
mate government of South Vietnam. 
Burma gives guarantees to China not to 
ive hases to any US forces. India and 
Pakistan oppoxe a US invasion of North 
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Vietnam. Japan makes known its desire 
not to fight, de Gaulle excludes French 
aid, no NATO power promises support 
for a“ wider war.” 
The suspicion must begin that we are 
not protecting a position of connected 
bastions so much as we are trying to 
conceal the fact that the bastions are just 
about gone - they are not dominoes, but 
sand castles, and a tide of nationalism 
is on the way in. It is curious foreign 
policy to use metaphors in defence of a 
war; when the metaphors are eritically 
imprecise, it is a swindle 
It is worse than that. The escalation in 
February began immediately after the 
Viet Cong attacked our air base near 
Pleiku, and killed seven American sol- 
diers. In retaliation for this attack, or 
using the atfack as our pretext for an 
offensive we had already planned, the 
Air Force proceeded - for the first time 
to bomb areas over the Seventeenth 
Parallelin North Vietnam. 


It is, if we are to use metaphors, it is 
as W you and - have a small strect 
fight on a city block You catch me by 
surprise, you win, and I choose to come 
back with my gang and stick a plastic 
bomb on your house. Your maid loses a 
hand in the explosion; your friend, pay- 
ing a visit, is blown to bits. I send 
flowers to the funeral and a card offer- 
ing my services as a fire insurance ad- 
juster. Is it possible the ideology of the 
Communists is being opposed by the 
spirit of the Cosa Nostra? 


The mystery 


Let me list another difficulty to fighting 
communism in Vietnam. It is that the 
communism of the Viet Cong is attached 
to the local nationalism. With the ex- 
ception of a few dedicated career sol- 
diers, however, the average American 
in Vietnam is not much tnterested in 
the future of Asia. The freedom-loving 
spirit of our experts in Saigon has about 
as much real comprehension of the life 
of the Asian peasant as the president of 
the Hilton Uotels Incorporated is on 
talking terms with his dishwashers at 
the Hilton Istanbul, 


For those of us here, for close to 200 
million Americans, Vietnam is faceless 
How many Americans have ever visited 
that country? Who can say which lan 
guage is spoken there, or what indus- 
tries might exist, or even what the 
country looks like? We do not care. We 
are not interested in the Vietnamese. If 
we were to fight a war with the inhabi- 
tants of the planet of Mars there would 
he more enrotional participation by the 
people of America than there is even 
now for our share of the war in Viet- 
nam. 


Until recently, until February of this 
year, South Vietnam could have fallen 
and most of us would not have known 
nor cared particularly if the territory 
acquired by the Viet Cony were as big 
as Brooklyn or as big as the state of 
Texas. Never in our history has so por- 
tentous a war heen accelerated in a 
place which means so little to Ameri- 
cans. Therefore we must admit that we 
confront a mystery. Which is; why are 
we already thus involved in a combat 
which is potentially huge, yet empty 
of emotional meaning? 


The only answer which makes sense is 
that we are in this war to drive matters 
to a military climax, we are escalating 
the war in Vietnam, we are hombing 
North Vietnam, as the first steps in a 
sequence which is aimed to destroy the 
nuclear plant of China. 


But, if escalation carries up to the sum- 
mits and abysses of such 4 moment, then 
the odds are large that an atomic war 
will algo be upon us. Civilisation as we 
know it would be gone. It is possible 
all life ag we know it would be gone. 
So we are hack to the mystery. Only 
now it is worse. It asks us to explain 
why al) life would be destroyed for a 
war in a country we do not care about. 

The ill of civilisation is that it 15 removed 
from nature disproportions thrive 
everywhere. The war in Vietnam is just 
such a monstrous disproportion. We are 
present al @ mystery. All munstrous dis- 
proportion conceals a mystery or an 
insanity. If a man suffering from a fever 


decides to cure it by walking through 
fire, we must say he has either a secret 
motive or is msane 


Secret motives 

Perhaps President Johnson has a secret 
motive. 

1 do not speak of the desire to bomb the 
atomic works of China as his secret 
motive. That desire is, for one thing, 
public - William Buckley was writing in 
National Review about his desire for 
such an act a month before the first 
hig February air raids on North Vietnam 
were begun. 

Indeed, a large part of the Pentazon has 
been obsessed with similar desires since 
1946. For twenty years congressmen 
have been standing up in Congress to 
read speeches written by War Depart- 
ment officials which exhort America to 
destroy the Soviet Union by atom bomb 
before the Soviet Union becomes too 
strony. That desire has never ceased, 
We are a conservative property-loving 
nation obsessed with the passion to 
tlestroy other nations’ property. 


So one would not speak of the impulse 
to bomb the nuclear industry of China 
as a secret motive. That is a public 
motive. It is merely not over-publicised. 
Not yet. If President Johnson has a 
secret motive, it would have to be then 
of another sort. Most strong motives 
are finally psychological money or 
power is required to satisfy some imbal- 
ance in ourselves. 


So President Johnson's motive in esca- 
lating the war in Vietnam may be psy- 
chic in its nature. This assumes of 
course that the prime mover in the new 
war in Vietnam is precisely the Presi- 
dent, it assumes that Vietnam is not 
the unhappy expression of vast iInevit- 
able historic forces too large for any 
man; no, to the contrary this premise 
supposes flat-out that there was a choice 
in Vietnam, and one man, balanced at the 
fulcrum of power between the Pentagon 
on one side and his liberal support on 
the other, decided to accelerate the war. 


So it is a thesis which would say that 
the mystery of Vietnam revolves around 
the mystery of Lyndon Johnson's per- 
sonality. 


To ferret one’s way into the recesses 
of that mysterious and explosive per- 
sonality is an activity which would give 
ae to many, It gives pause to ime. 
Te is after all a very intelligent man. 
He is doubtless more intelligent than you 
or me. He is certainly most intelligent 
about getting his way. He is also a 
complex man and his sides are many. 
The only side of him which is evident 
i all is that he is famished for popular- 
y. 


Hail mighty Caesar! 


At the Democratic Convention in Atlan. 
tic City in 1964, not one picture of the 
President was hung behind the speak- 
er’s rostrum, but two. They were each 
forty feet high. So said his public re- 
lations. These photographs, however, 
looked like they were eighty feet high, 
high as an eight-story motel. They domi- 
nated every moment of the Convention. 
They spoke of an ego which had the 
voracity of a beast. 


At that convention, there were other 
clues to the mystery of the President's 
personality. It was apparent he had vast 
affection for the powers of television, 
an affection so huge it shrank from any 
pretext that he might have equally large 
affection for his delegates. They were 
left marooned for the most part behind 
two huge television towers. 


Perhaps a fifth of the delegates 

seated in front of those towers. “The 
rest were installed behind, From nearly 
every position behind the television 
fowers, it was not possible to have a 
direct view of the speaker on the ros- 
trum. One had to watch him on. tele- 
vision, Delegates began to fight for a 
seat which gave them a good view 


rather than a poor vie 
vision set iW view of the tele. 


The Republican Convention in San 


Franciseo which hominated Barry Gald- 
€n not quite so orderly 


Water had 


ention 


we. Gh be ' Pia sratic Conv 
as a rodeo, The Demacratic Co chines 


was cancerous - the electranic ma 
were more crucial than the men. 


Esstablishmelt 


It was evident that the 
was in the service of a most subtle 
modern tyrant, an Emperor, to who 
Mafias, legit and illegit, all syne rit: 
unions, guilds, corporations anc bi 
tions could bend their knee 
Kstablishment had a new lea¢ Tal 
mighty Caesar had risen, Lyndon 
son Was his name, all hail, Caebah 


Fe i he Jand. 
Caesar gave promise to unify the | 
But at what a cost. For if the ie 
were liberal, the methodology “a come 
- to this political church woul 4 


Adlai Stevenson and Frank Sinatra 
president of US Steel and the Pe c10 
of the Steel Workers’ Union, We and 
and the CLA, Martin Luther King 


the Pentagon. a 
Even before the election, a quest am 
there, If we all worked to bea osnet 
and got behind Lyndon and va 
radicals and moderate Republican, 
groes and Southern liberals, 
professors and Cosa Nostra, Cale «| gil 


and Beatniks-for-Johnson, were Pai. 
then going down a_ liberal super ea 
way in to the deepest swamp 

all? h to 
For Johnson was intelligent enomnnpe 
run a total land, he had vast tf old 
tence, no vision, and the heart of 2 
huge power, he had the vani fe we 
modern dictator, Under Johnats yar 


could move from the threat 0+ i tt 
to war itself with nothing {0 nh “night 
the anti-Goldwater forces W .. go | 
keep the country too divided 1 Cepia 
war would now be contained 
Johnson. 


s £ 


Alienated ? 


That was a_ final description 
Democratic CO ae 
missed the point, Becaus 
happy point was that Barry , 
had established Johnsons mst 
such total perfection that fal cow, 
elected had come closer to ae for | 
of America than any presidte feat 
him. What could increase tole man | 
that Johnson might not be iy ‘ » 
so much as he was alienate ‘ious gen 
man, a member in a most cur 

of a minority group. 


Lyndon Baines Same 
minority yroup: 8 41 
forcing of category. It 1s ae 
other notion is intended Chav cagicatg | 


tion of a Negro, a Jew, 4 faa 
Nisei, or a Puerto Rica. i eon Md 
sense if we say Lyndon at, > 

alienated? Alienated from i 

may ask, penalty | 
But one must speak first of tn we 
that intellectual category © Of nak 
take you through many & xplain atl 
mind in its attempt to ion o Mey 
particular corrosive sensatl th aul nt 
of us feel in the chest amense O} she 
much of the time, that ithin, of net 
body growing empty Mh whose able | 
psyche pierced by a woun red | 


conviction that one } ; 
without a single identity ? 


: 17 

1 quote Eric Josephson : TH rel? 
sed pe | 

“It (alienation) has been Wag pereall 


to an extraordinary Wit 


social disorders, incl a 
anxiety states, anomie, despa af ; 
sonalisation, rootlass ¢ 

social 
atomisation, 
lessness, isolation, 
joss of belief 
groups . 


rarcanisation: 
disorganisallee 


e f 
bow? possiml 


) 
4 
are women, indust! “i 
collar workers, migrant 4 aur ber snon 
tists, nuicides, ments) y t) 
dicts, the aged, 
as a whole, juvenile 
particular, voters, ase 
ers, audiences 0 
deviates, victims oejud 
discriminaton, the Pe 
erats, political rag pants 
handicapped, mm ne 
bonds and reclu 


r huge and ae by uae 
Is anything to be wale oleae 


a 
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wocralic Convento? 
electranic machin 
san the men. 
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Y Liha keeled bleh t | Wana —_ 


a the name of Lyndon Johnson? You 
trey sul ask - what is he alienated 
wil? The Asian peasant? The dish- 
4sher at the Istanbul Hilton? Of course 
Ol. You cannot be alienated unless you 
rte to participate. “Lyndon Johnson 
with Rot wish to share a bowl of rice 
“Sh an Asian peasant. 

How 
What? 
nd 


then is he alienated, and from 
And 1] say to you in no disrespect 
Buch uneasiness that it is possible 
8 alienated from his own clear san- 
sorte his mind has become a con- 
Bie of monstrous dispropartions, of 
ures of himself in duplicate forty 
ect high, eighty feet high. Lyndon John 
18 not alienated fram power, he is 
Stag ost powerful man in the United 
ihn? but he is alienated from judg: 
att he is close to an imbalance which 
Worst could tip the world from orbit. 


yo 
ce 


Action and more 
8ICtion 


na legitimate fear we can feel is vast 
Toten there was 4 time when Lyndon 
Nagy ot could have gotten out of Viet 
) very quietly © the image had been 
Pared for our departure - we heard 
Soy ething but the corruption of the 

au Vietnain povernment and the pro- 


Dre 
% 


natlonal cowardice of the South Viet 
Nese Lenorals 

Woghtsd how a Viet Cong army of 
one S@ldiers wax whipping a govern 

int Tiny of 400,000. We were told 

Cont Own newspapers how the Viet 

Weae 2tMed themselves with American 


ty 

or oe brought to them hy deserters 

trogg ftred in battle with government 

Or Ds, we knew it was an empty war 
r side, Lyndon Johnsen made no 


altempt to hide that from us. He may 
even have encouraged the press in this 
direction for a time. Abruptly, he 
drupped escalation into our daily life. 
There is fear we niust feel. 

ft was not the action of a rational man, 
hut a inan driven by need, a yambler 
who fears that ance he stops, ance he 
pulls out of the game, his heart will 
rupture from tension, You see, Lyndon 
Johnson is a member of a manority 
sroup and so he must have action. 


But now let ime explain A member 
of a minority vroup is - if we are to 
speak existentially - not a man whe ts 
a member of g category, a Negro or 4 
Jew, but rather a man who feels his 
existence in a particular way, Et is in 
the very form or context of his exis- 
tence to live with two opposed nations 
of himself. 

What characterises a member of a minor 
ity group is that he is forced to see 
himself as both exceptional and insip- 
nificant, marvellons and awful, good and 
evil, So far as he Hstens to the world 
outside he is in danger of going insane, 
The only way he may relieve the un 
cimtesile tension which surrounds any 
sense of his own identity is to define 
his nature by his own acts, discever 
his voursge or cowardice by aetions 
whieh engage his courage; diseover Ida 
judgment by judging; his loyalty by he- 
ing tested; his originality by eveating. 
A Negro or a Texan, a president or a4 
housewife, is by thts definition a men 
ber of a minority group if he contains 
twa opposed notians of himself at the 
same time. 

What charactenises the sensation of be- 
ing a member of a Winorily group 18 
that one’s emotiuns are forever locked 
jn the chuins of ambivalence - the @x- 


pression of am einetion forever releas 
itp its opposite — the ego in perpetual 
transit from the tower ta the dunpear 
and back ufain. By this definition mearly 
everyony in America is a member of a 
minority group, altenated frome the self 
by a double sense of identity and su at 
the merey oof a sel€ whieh chanics 
action and More action fo define the most 
rudimentary borders of wlentity. 


Tr is a demand whtel wilh cither kill 
a brave tinan or foree him to prow, ime 
when a coward is put im teed af such 
action he tesa the wanes off dies 
The preat fear that Hes upon America 
is uot that Lyndon Johnson ts privately 
close to insamily so much as that he is 
the expression of the nearinsanity of 
most of us and his need far action 
is Amerien’s need tar action; not hrave 
action, but oattion; any Kind of action: 
any move te velo the motors poing, A 
future death of the spirit dies close anid 
heavy upon American life, a cameerans 
eraptiness at the centre which calls for 
a CIrcus, 

The country is in disease. Wf has heen 
in disease for a Jong time. ‘Phere has 
been nothing in owe growth whith was 
organic, We never suived our depres 
sion, We merely went to war back in 
141, and going to war never won it, 
nol jin our own minds, not us men, 
no, We won it bit as sources of supply; 
we stil do not know that we ure etpual 
to the Hiasians. We won a war but 
we did not really win it, net in the 
secret of our sleep. 


So we have not really had a prosperity, 
we have had fever. We have prown rich 
because of one fact with two opposite 
interpretations: there has been a cold 
war, It has been a cold war which came 
because Communigis was indeed a real 
threat to our freedom, or a cold war 
which came because capitatizm could 
hot survive without an econotny seared 
to war, ar is it both . who can know? 
Who can really know? 


The centre af our motive is an enipnia 
is this country extraordinary or ac 
cursed? And when we think of Commu- 
musin, we have to wonder if we are ue- 
cucsed. For we have not even found 
our Commiuniat threat. We have had a 
secret police organigation and an invis- 
ine fovernment Jarge enough by now 
to oecupy the moon, we have hunted 
Communists from the top of the Time 
life Buildiag to the bottom of the 
Collier mine, we have not found that 
Many, not that many, and we have 
looked like Keystone Cops. 


We have even had a Nepro revolition 
in which we did not believe. We have 
had it, yes we have had it, hecause (in 
the true penury of aur motive) we could 
not afforidl to Jose voles in Afrlea and 
Jndia, South America and Japan, Viet- 
nam, the Philippines, same any inp 
poverlshed place we have been running 
loa world election against the collee- 
tive image of the Russ, and so we have 
hac to give the black man his civil rights 
ov Africa Waa su mich nearer 16 Marx. 
Wut there hag not been much tke love 
in the clvil rights, We have never heen 
too authentic. No. 


We have had a hero. Ne was a youn 
good looking man with a beautiful wife, 
and he won the biggest poker pame we 
ever played, the only real ane. we lived 
for au week ready to die in s nuclear 
war, Whether we liked it ar out, But 
he won, Tf was our one tre victory 
in all these years, our mament: go the 
young man began to inspire a aqhtle 
kind of love. His strength proved stron: 
er than we knew. Suddenly he was dead, 
and we were in grled. 


Hut then canin &@ trial which wae worte. 
For the agsagsin, or the man wha had 
been arrested but was not the assassin 
We will never know, not really - wag 
Killed before our sight. In the middie 
of the funeral came an explusion on the 
parch, New, we were going mad. i 
took more to make a nation po mad 
than any separate inan, but we had 
taken niles too much. Certainties had 
shattered 


Our country was fearful, bal mad. ine 
authentic - it needed a war ur it needed 
a purge Bile was stirrmg in the pits 
of the national conselenee und Witla ta 
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oppose it but a dard of guilt, cold as 
the most mediocre of our needs 


We touk formal pubte steps fawards a 
Great Society, that Great Society auf cam 
puters and pills, of job aplituides amd 
bad architecture, of psychoanalysis, 
super hihways, entrants, Vuceiiah otis, 
nda Peace Corps, that Great Sactety 
where nothiig but frozen corn would 
he sold op Uhe smallest towus of tows, 
where censocship would aisapnear hut 
every tinave would be matdpulated From 
hirth to death 


Something ain the buried animal of 
madern fife grew bestial ab the thowehe 
of this Great Soviety - the most advatciut 
technolopieal nation of the civilised 
world was the one naw closest to bloat, 
to sheddiag the blood and fauning the 
flesh of Asian pensanis it had never 
seen. Che Pontazon had been kept un 
at leash for close to twenty years. Presr 
dents so mediocre mi their talenta as 
Traman and Biseshower had kept the 
military from dominutiag the nation 


But Johneen did wet. 


Out of the pusillanunities or the inad- 
nesses of his secret sleep he came ta 
a decision ta Hsten ta the advice of tits 
mibtary machine, that congery of Joint 
Porces, War Department and CLA which 
had among other noteworthy achieve: 
ments plaived the Hay of Pigs. It was 
now planning ity escalation in Viefnata 
And Johnson was in accord. 


The body of a consummate politician 
took recognition as it slept that the 
gation was in disease and its only cure 
- out where the drums were beating 
and the fires would not cease - was to 
introduce us to the firat anxieties of 
a war whose end might be Iinidtless. 
Miserable nation cursed with a computer 
for its commanderinchief, a conpater 
with an ego so vain it conld net bear 
the meniory of his predevessar and the 
power he lad hud for a week when 
the world was on the edge of nuclear 
war. 


In defence of 
civilisation 

Yet, there sUU remains the lamest quas- 
tion of then all. It is the question of 


fighting Conmmuniam, Look, you may 
suy, is it not poasible that with all our 
diseases admitted, we are sti} lesa 


nmialignant than the Communists, we are 
ihe defence of civillgation and they, nat 
vis, ate the harhariang who would ties 
troy it? 

Hf that fs true, then. as son of you 
May argue - Che logic must be faced, 
the Chinese niast be stepped, we noist 
homb their bomb. Amd 1 would argue 
in return that neither cupitalisni. nor 
communism is the defence of civilisa- 
tion but that they are rather eseh oi 
their own way - maliqnancies upon the 
spirit of hanest adventure and apen tie 
quiry which develaped across the eer 
turies fron primitive man to the Re- 
nalssanee, and that therefore (here ds ne 
man alive who cin say at this point 
which system will perpetrate the greater 
harm upon mankind. 


Hat this f do know: existence altira the 
flaliro af essence. An unjust war, ay 
unnatural war, an obscene war brutal: 
ises what is hest in a nation and ar 
vourages fvery horror te rise from #6 
sewer, 
The Conumantvis could] capture every 
halion an earth bul our own, and we 
would sti be safe 1f our intentlan ware 
lean. Yes. Far in (lw vertiginons ter 
rons of nuclear warfare reste one rome 
ledge of safely .in tntura no greet power 
tan aver be (destroyed witha destras 
doe avery other power which would at 
tack it. Ag a corollary ne philosophy 
af government can occupy Ainetenths at 
the globe edthout being sitered 1a its 
toatls. 

The health of communism, Ws secest 
hevéssity, is an onemy external lo iteulé, 
war is indead the health af (he lotslitee 
rian state, and peace is its dbeage 
Cominuinism wad apiit and cuplyesn and 
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Norman Mailer 


war upon (tself a ever it occupied inast 
of the world, for then it would have to 
solve the problems of most of the world 
and those problems are not soluble in 
the rigidity of a system. 
Like all top-heavy structures the great- 
est danger to communism les in its 
growth. Prosperity is its poison, for 
without a sense of crisis, communism 
cannot discipline its future generations. 
Attack from capitalism is communism’s 
transfusion of bloed. So our war ayainst 
communism, most particularly our war 
against communism in Asia, is the death 
of our future. Tam going to quote Sena- 
tor Wayne Morse: 
“We shall win one military victory 
after another; we shall destroy cities, 
industrial instaHations, and nuclear 
installutons; we shall kil by the mil- 
fions . .. .That course of action will 
jay a foundation of hatred on the 
part of the coloured races of the world 
against the American people. In due 
{ime, those installations will be re- 
built). . on the foundation of intense 
hatred by Asians for the people of the 
United States. That hatred will even 
he inherited by generations of Ameri- 
can hoys and girls fifty, seventy-five, 
one hundred, yes, two hundred years 
from now.” 


IT say: nd the cold war. Pull back our 
boundaries to what we can defend and 
to what wishes to be defended. Let 
communism come to those countries it 
will came to. Let us not use up our 
substance trying to hold on to nations 
which are poor, underdeveloped, and 
hound to us only by the depths of their 
hatred for us. We cannot equal the 
effort the Communists make in such 
places, We are not dedicated in that 
direction, We were not born to do that. 
We have had our frontier already. We 
cannot be exeited to our core, our 
historic core, by the efforts of new un- 
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derdeveloped nations to expand their 
frontiers. 
Let the Communists flounder in’ the 


countries they acquire. The more coun- 
tries they hold, the less supportable will 
become the contradictions of their ide- 
ology, the more bitter will grow the 
divisions in their internal interest, and 
the more enormous their desire to avoid 


a war which could onty destroy the 
economies they will have developed al 
such vast labour and such vast waste, 
Tet a be their waste, not ours. Qur mis- 
sion may be not to raise the level 
of minimum subsistence in’ the world 


so much as it may be to show the first 
features and promise of that incalculable 
renaissance Men may someday enter. 


A bully with an 
air force 


I have one set of remarks more to make. 
They concern practical suggestions. 
have been visionary in my demands. For 
it is visionary in 1965 to ask of America 
that it return to isolationism. No, this 
country wishes to have an empire. The 
griinmest truth may he that half. of 
America, at least, must be not unwilling 
to have a war in Vietnam. Otherwise 
Lyndon Johnson could not have made 
his move, since Lyndon Johnson never 
in his life has dreained of moving 
agains! a majority. 


Let us then insist on this - it is equally 
visionary, but it is at least visionary 
in a miJtary way and we are talking to 
militarists - let us say that if we are 
going to have a war with the Viet Cong, 
let it be a war of foot soldier against 
foot soldier. If we wish to take a strange 
country away from strangers, let us, af 
least, be strong enough and brave enough 


to defeat them on the ground. Our mar- 
ines, some would say, are the best sol- 
diers in the world. Phe counter argu 
inemt is that native guerrillas can defeat 
any force of a major power man to man. 
Letous, then, fight on fair grounds. let us 
say to Lyndon Johnson, to Monstrous 
McNamara, and to the generals on the 
scene fight like men, go In man to 
Inan against the Viet Cong. But first, 
call off the air force. They prove nothing 
except that America is coterminous with 
the Mafia. Let us win man to man or lose 
man to man, but let us cease pulverising 
people whose faces we have never seen. 


But, of course, we will not cease, Nor 
will we ever fight man te man against 
poor peasants. Their vision of existence 
might be more ferocious and more de- 
termined than our own. No, we would 
rather go on as the most advanced 
monsters of civilisation pulverising in- 
stinct with our detonations, our State 
Department experts in their little bow 
ties, and our bombs. 


Only, Hsten, Lyndon Johnson, vou have 
gone too far this time. You are a bully 
with an air force, and since you will not 
call off your air force, there are young 
people who will persecute you back. It 
is a little thing, but if will hound you 
into nightmares and endless corridors of 
nights without sleep, it will hound you. 
For listen - this is only one of the thous- 
and things they will do, 

They will print up little pictures of yon, 
Lyndon Johnson, the size of post cards, 
the size of stamps, and some will glue 
these pictures to walls and posters and 
telephone booths and billboards - 1 do 
not advise it, I would tell these students 
not to do it to you, but they will. They 
will find places to put these pictures. 
They wall want to paste your picture, 
Lyndon Johnson, on a post card, and 
send it to you. Some will send it to your 
advisers. Some will send these pictures 


Michael Randle If you ever go across the 


As a child in Dublin 1 had responded 
gushingly to the strident splendour of 
a bepgar-woman in O'Connell Street 
singing Galway Bay, I remember asking 
my mother why it was that people 
Hike this always had such wonderful 
voices, Perhaps not altogether sharing 
my enthusiasin, she hesitated. No doubt, 
she said at last, it was a gift from Al- 
mighty God seeing that the peaple were 
so poor. Now, many years later and 
after a gap of seven years since my 
Just visit, £ was myself going “ back 
agnxin to Ireland.’ [It’s much more ro- 
mantic in the song than in the deed. 


This was my first crossing on the Liver- 
pool-Dublin route. My first sheck was 
to discover that the Journey takes nearly 
94 hours. The second was to find the 
kind of conditions yeu have to spend 
them in. 


The “ Leinster’ is a much smaller boat 
than those on the Holyhead route and 
as far as | could see only about a third 
of it at the stern was set aside for 
Second Class passengers. In front of you 
when you climb on board on to the lower 
deck is a structure of wooden racks 
stacked with people's higgaze; other 
csrgo and luggage is piled round about, 
A copper plaque fixed to the side an- 
nounces: © This space 13/t Bins in length 
consists of 540 sq ft and is certified for 


St. Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A achool community of some 4060 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
education on sane and successful 
modern Jines. 


Applications now baling 
considered for next year 


60 Second Class passengers when not 
occupied hy cargo and other encum- 
brances.” 


You turn left towards the stern of the 
boat to go into a tiny cramped lounge, 
with tea being served from a counter on 
one side, beer on the other. Behind the 
beer counter were a few rows of seats 
and on the opposite side a small room 
(with wooden seats if I remember) where 
fish and chip suppers were served. 
Straight in front were the stairs leading 
down to the cabins. At the bottom a 
family, which included two elderly ladies 
and quite young children, were making 
themselves as comfortable as they could 
squatting down with blankets in the area 
in front of the lavatories, Feeling very 
guilty I made my way along to my 
cabin. The smell of chips and tea and 
beer and sweat hung over everything. 
The atmosphere on the upper deck 
wasn't all that much better because it 
was completely covered in with some 
kind of tarpaulin material, and you had 
to ral] back a perspex flap to see out 
over the sides. The dirty wooden deck 
was already filling with people, shelter- 
ing under blankets by the various ‘ other 
encumbrances.” Outside a drizzle was 
falling over Liverpool. 

Back on the lower deck 1 explored the 
forward Hmits of the Second Class ac- 
commodation. You go down the steps of 
a narrow gangway to a shed-like lounge 
even smaller than the other one, Half 
a dozen or sa rows of seats (which how- 
ever looked reasonably comfortable) all 
faced forwards towards a wooden parti- 
tian wall painted a dull yellow. The 
yellow paint of the walls and white on 
the ceiling timbers were the only at- 
tempts to provide decar. A group of boys 
wilh strong Liverpool accents rushed 
around and shouted ironic remarks about 
when the film show would start. Another 
narrow pangway led down to a larger 
version of thea same ream - something 
hetween a shed and a cinema, A counter 
at the front sold tea and sandwiches. 
There were people everywhere and the 
heat was intolerable. 


I tried to break into the First Class quar- 
ters to sce what kind of fare was being 
enjoyed there. A locked door barred 
the way; the notice above warning pas- 
sengers that anyone forward of this point 
would be charged First Class fare seemed 
somewhat superftuous. 


YT went back to my cabin which was 
like a tiny monastic retreat from the 
squalor. An Irishman and his daughter 
of about eizht or nine were waiting 
uncertainly inside. He explained to me 
that the girl had been very badly burned 
some months previously and he was an- 
xious for her to have somewhere to 
sleep. I was already feeling guilty about 
not giving up the cabin to one of the 
elderly people outside so I readily agreed 
to share it with them. The two of them 
squeezed into the narrow lower bunk 
while I went on top. Right above us was 
the bar, and aJthough it must have shut 
at some stage, the shuffling of feet went 
on all night. It was some time hefare 
I dropped olf to sleep. 


I awoke, or half awoke, to the sound 
of people at the door. I distinctly heard 
two people plotting to come in and 
make a raid on our belongings. I found 
it impossible to move or even to open 
my eyes. The cabin door opened. T sat 
bolt upright and heard a strangled voice 
from somewhere inside me shouting 
“Who's that?” ‘Phe Irishman in the hunk 
beneath said “ Hello?” The girl of eight 
or nine poked her head back inside the 
cabin and said irritably “I'm only going 
to the toilet.” 


After a few minutes I decided to follow 
her example. Outside the passageways 
were choc-a-block with people sleeping 
head to foot; you had to pick your way 
between them. The atmosphere was 
sweatier than ever but now it was over- 
laid with the smell of sick. Back in the 
cabin T lay on my back feeling the boat 
poe and plunging, half expecting it to 
fink, 


[ Jay awake for a long time and finally 
decided to get up. People were stirring 


to men and women at other schools 
These pictures will be sent everywhel 
These pictures will be pasted Up eve4ry 
where, upside down, 

Silently, without «a word, the photograph 
of you, Lyndon Johnson, will start ar 
pearing everywhere, upside down. Your 
head will speak out - even to the pet 
ant in Asia it will say that nol a 
Americans are unaware of your on 


strous vanity, overweening picty, be 
doubtful motive. It wilh tell them Moe 
we trust our President so little, a 


think so tittle of him, that we see his 
picture everywhere upside down. 


You, Lyndon Johnson, will see those 
pictures up everywhere upside down 
four inches high and forty feet ugh 
you, Lyndon Baines Johnson, will te 
coming up for air everywhere upsitl 
down, Everywhere, upside down, bvely 
where. Iverywhere 

And those little pictures will tell the 
world what we think of your war [1% 
Vietnam.  liverywhere, upside down. 
Everywhere, everywhere. 


AUTHOR'S NOTH: A few readers my 
notice that two or Chree short passage 
in the speech are taken directly from 
my article on the Republiean Conve! 
tion printed in “ Esquire” in Noyemhe's 
1964, or from a review 1 did in te 
“New York Herald Tribune ” on Lyndoe 
Johnson's book, * My Hope for Amer 
ea,” Just before the Jast election, Ther 
is also a fragment from a debate J 
Chicago with) William Buekley. Sine 
1 wished at certain places in the specell 
io say what FP had said before, it dl 
not seem desirable to look to rewril® 
such passages; on the other hand, sine 
the extracts were altered a bit (lo a 
the tone of the speech, there seemel 
ne compelling reason te burden the 
text with exeessive quotation marks 1° 
and out, back and ferth, 


y i Fi greene 


S€da... 


and the passageways were no longel 
blocked with prostrate bodies. Some 
the cabin doors were open and in many 
of the cabins there were whole famille’ 
squeezed together. In the washroom 
where I went to shave all but two @ 


the basins were completely full up with | 


sick. 


I climbed upstairs and vot a cup of 
tea, staring blankly at the other daze! 
or seasick passengers. Outside the dock? 
and warehouses of the Liffey what’ 
glided by in the greyness. Pierre Marti 
my travelling companion, said to bf 
wife “O ce mest pas tres interessant | 
and indeed he was right. There wer 
lots of children about, many of the® 
erying irritably, shoving one anothel 
about. 


The Irishman who met us with his 5 
agreed that you were treated like catll 
on the boat. | learned with indignatio® 
that the Steamship Company is a su” 
sidiary of British Railways. I promise 
to write ahoul it when | got back | 1 
England, thinking as } did that what 

suid would be taken for exaggerate” 


I felt biltous and somehow only half 
real as we drove in the grey light @™% 
the drizzling rain towards Wicklow. | 
thought of the wrongs done to rela 
and reflected that (he conditions % 
these crossings should not be numbere! 
among the least of them. 


Michael Randle is at present studylN 
English at University College, Lond! 
He recently travelled to Ireland wb 
War Resisters’ International confere™ 
z renounce war and | will never J 
suppert or sanction anothef 
This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peac® 


Pledge Union send your pledge "4 
PPU Headquarters Dick She 


House 6 Endsteigh Street WC! 
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INDIA REACTS 
TO KASHMIR 
GUERRILLAS 


After 36 day’s fighting, guerrillas in 
; ’shinir have achieved limited success; 
along, hard campaign is probably ahead. 
Nis analysis was presented to the par- 
lamentary executive of India’s govern- 
Bore gonsress Party and broadcast by 

Criment radio last weekend, the 
tg reported last Sunday. Despite 
di all out effort by thousands of In- 
4 troops there are still 3,000 te 5,000 


Micatillas in Kashmir, the Defence 
rer neers Mr Chavan, estimated. This 
presents a considerable increase in 


* e number of “ Pakistani infilirators ” 

no, India claims, have been sent into 
peimir to overturn Indian rule, The 
preet Mr Shastri, is under increasing 
One from parliament and public 
ied fo adont a more aggressive 

Sure towards Pakistan, 


me Picture shows a group of women 
lonstrators who marched in New 
Ina on August 16, proclaiming that 
again should use the nuclear bomb 
Sainst its nelghbour. 


The Vietnamese 


viel Wilcocks writes: Ut is said that in 
‘Son about 80% of the people are 
dthist in one way or another. About 
Bare Roman Catholic. There are also 
its * smaller groups like the Shaman- 
(similar to the Shintoists in Japan) 
Nd the Protestants. 


Victnamese Buddhism is divided into 
‘te main: sections : there are the ad- 
A ants of the Theravada school of wis- 
tm, and those of the Mahayana sehool. 
ola Jahayana is only a thousand years 
Git is known as the “new = schoo’.” 
_heravada is older. Diem's persecution 
ladooa ounifyine and strengthening = in- 
fluence on Buddhisin in general, 


Last week a prominent Buddhist from 
Saigon made a short visit to Europe; 
Ye gave a lecture at the Hampstead 
lddhist Vibara on August 15. He is 
yr Phied (Venerable) Minh Chau, MA, 
sD, Who is Dean of the Faculty of 
pddhist Studies in Van Hanh Universi- 
YY in Saigon. The purpose of his visit 
was to make known outs.de Vietnam the 
ke of this University, which was es- 
Tyishea by the Unified Vietnamese 
lddhist Congregation in October last 


Year Th i * 
. ere 15 one other faculty . Letters 
f acuity . Letters 


and Human Sc ences, and one profes: 
sional school - the School of Youth for 
Soclal Service, 

The Buddhists have not been idle since 
Diem. Their youth movements, of which 
there are three main groups, are the 
most significant. There are the Buddhist 
youths who are sent into the villages 
and outlying towns to establish e'enen- 
tary schools and eve people muchneed- 


ed basic education in such things as 
domestic hygiene, public health, treat- 
ment of diseases, and treatment of 


wounds. The Buddhists exhort the young 
to hep the peasants ta raise their stan- 
dard of living as much as possible. 
The second youth group is the Buddhist 
hoy scouts, who wear a unifortr very 
smiar to that of the bay scouts in 
Rritain, and the third froup is the high 
sehoal students. Hoa youth wants to pa 
deeper into Buddhism be may want to 
become a monk, when he will be ini- 
tiated, have his head shaved, and put 
on an orange rohe. 


Thich Minh Chau spake of the effect 
on Vetnamose culture (which is very 
strongly influenced by Buddhism) of the 
French co‘onialists, wha imposed them- 


Buddnists 


selves on Vietnam a hundred years ao. 
The younu were tauzht to forget and 
despise their own cultural tradition, 
Which the Preneh considered to be 
*savape and “heathen” amd the 
studious were encouraged fo ga to 
France for further education, 
Catholicism arrived wah invading arm. 
des and has always heen rejected by inost 
af the population, The object af Van 
Hanh University is ta provide an in- 
sight inte Vietnamese ocucture and 
Buddhism. There are courses in the 
history of Buddhism, the position of 
Buddhism in the modern world, the 
Buddhism of True lam, the influence 
of Confucianism and Tavism, the myths 
of pruntve peoples, Vijnanavada, Suny- 
atavada and Dhyana systems of thought, 
Buddhist literature and art are studied 
in detau, from modern trends of thoumht 
in Abhidharma literature to Vien Gide 
literature, and the ancient Prainapar- 
amita sutras. Mnelish, French, Chinese, 
American, Pati, Sanskvat. and Tihetan 
ditevatures are atso soulied. Language 
cores inchide Pali, Sanskrit, French, 
German, Muglish, and Mandarin Chinese. 
Goo professors have come, for low 
salaries, 
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The Ven. Minh Chau was anxious to 
point out that Buddhism must not he 
Vist a luxury or an Academy, It must 
be a normal force and an important 
influence in’ the war situation, Students 
can become very pessimistic and can 
forget everything good, To study, said 
the monk, is their duty; they must. ace 
cept some responsibility for the Viet 
namese tragedy, Buddhist secial workers 
have helped alleviate the suffering of vite 
tims of the war and of the floads. Budde 
hist. dispensaries are being established, 


The Ven, Minh Chau ended his lecture 
with an appeal for people to look for the 


good in others, and for the end of 
enmities between nations, 
The Venerab’es Sanghuraksheta then 


spoke: he is the acknowledged spiritual 
leader af the tiny congrepation of Brit 
ish Buddhists. He comes originally from 
Tondon. but spent twenty years in Ine 
da as a anonk. tle said more an the 
subject of the war He urged the assem 
bly fo try and imagine what it would 
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Token US force can stay'—NLF weakening? 


th Military official said on August 22 
itt United States planes had made their 
it dam-busting attack in North Viet- 


a (Daily Telegraph August 23). 
“ven aireraft attacked and damaged 


ie large dam 80 iniles south-west of 
angi, 


NWaro electric plant was destroyed at 
a dain, Which trrigates rice fields, 
agi for lifting shipping upstream were 
ea destroyed. But there were no re- 
"ts of flooding in the bombed areca. 


* g * 


“Oo American marines have been jailed 
Climbing into a jet plane while 
f and threatening to bomb Hanoi 
Peleqraph August 21). A court 
at Da Nanp sentenced one to 
“© years’ hard Jabour and a dishon- 
twervle discharge and the other to 

ve months’ bard labour. 


A : w * * 
onietican pilots in Vietnam are under 
“TE Lo bomb any Russianmmade surface 
ftom? antiaircraft missles they may see 
» Now’ ar in the course of their strikes 
wo Orth Vietnam (Observer August 22), 
hie #Merican planes have already been 
YY Sams supptied by Russia which 
Wayeehly Mobile; Russian technictans 
Antri been using decoys to mislead 
‘can bambers. 
* * 


South Vietnam or turn to peace nero- 
tatons (Daily Telegraph August 20). 
Tre Viet Cong are be ieved to have been 
hurt “pretty badly ? in recent weeks and 
realise that there is voine to be no 
speedy victory aver the  imounting 
American foree, Viet Cong casualties are 
reported to have been §00° higher re. 
eent’y than in the corresponding periods 
of 1963 and 1aod. 


The future course of events is expected 
to depend on the respective in 
flnence of Moscow and Peking on 
Hanoi. Poking is regarded ag in favour 
of adamant resistance and ne peace 
nepolialions, whereas Mascow is bedeved 
to be ready to welcome peace nepolia- 
tions and opposed to an increase in mill- 
tary operations. 


One of the reasons for this assessment is 
the Jack of Russian reaction to the 
bombing of mussi-e alles in North Viet- 
nam. It is beheved that in the raids by 
Ancrican planes some Russians warking 
on the sites were injured or killed 
Direct proaf of Russian casuallies is 
lacking, but radio interceptions anil 
aerial reconnaissance flights Jiave indi 
eated that most of the missile sites are 
under the control af Russians and if is 
assumed some of them were hit in the 
air strikes. 
4 * * 

A softening in the attitude of the Narth 
Viotnam government and the National 
Liberation Front on the terms for a 
cease-fire in Vielnam was reported by 


Lord Brockway, chairman of the British 
Council for Peace in Vietnam, last weok- 
end, after ta'ks in. Moscow with their 
representatives, 
The most significant concession, the 
Observer reported last Sunday, is ah 
offer by the Liberation Front that. it 
woud. accept “the continued presence 
in South Vietnam of a token, symbolic 
United States force if that would meet 
the American fear of humiliation.” The 
North Vietnamese Ambassador in Mos. 
cow had tod Lord Brockway that 
“Hanoi had never said that all US 
forces must be withdrawn before nego 
tiat'ons for a cease-fire or peace.” The 
North Vietnamese were “ prepared to 
make one concession beyond the Geneva 
agreements » that South Vietnam should 
have temporarily a separate government. 
It should) be a democratic, national 
coalition and shoulda be politically. and 
militarily neutral.” 
Lord Brockway also reported that North 
Vietnam accepted the Geneva condition 
that neither of the zones nor a united 
Vietnam should belong to any foreign 
military alliance. North Vietnam would 
accept a permanent international com- 
migsion of Canada, India and Poland to 
supervise a cease-fire. 

* * * 
In Washington it was estimated on 
August 18 that the war in. Vietnan 
will cost the United States between 
$7,000 million and $10,000 million a 
year, in addition to the sums already 


i 

‘hower sald that this 1804 offer pf hal 
1 

provided, Senator John Stennis, acting. igh 


chairman of the Armed Services. Come’ 
miitoe, gave this estimate immediately 
after the Senate Appropriatians Come 
mittee had approved a request for an 
additional, emergency fund ef $1,700 ~ 
million to pay for the Vintnamesa war - 
until Congress reconvenés in danuary AD 
much larger sum will then be required. . 
” * = 
Australia has increased her commits 
ment to help the US In the Vietnamess: 
war (Guardian August 19). Sir Rohert 
Menzies, the Prime Minister, fald pars 
liament at Canberra that #56 more Ays- 
traiian troaps would, be sent to increase. 
ia a batialion the strength af those ak: 
ready there, He added that the annual- 
intake of youths of 20° for two years’ 
compulsory Army service,  ineluding 
liability to serve abroad, would bei 
ereased from 6,900 to 8400, 
% a Pepe tee 
President Johnson has Frequently Ruel 
from the letter which President Eisen. 
hawer sent ta President Diem af South 
Vietnam in 1054 promising him help ta 
* developing and maintaining a strong, 
viable slate capable of resisting atten 
ted subversion. or aggressian through 
‘qilitary mens.’ [tis on thig letter: that. 
‘President Johnson. has largely based his 
tlaim to have inherited a situation in: 
which America's ward and henour were: 
already pledged, Roemer ter 


On August 17, however, General’ 


reluted to foreign aid a ot 


tary programmes ( 


suardi 
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BETTY PILKINGTON’S UN COMMENTARY 


The rule of law ? 


When the United States announced thal 
she would no longer try to foree the 
application of Article 19 (which could 
deny the Assembly vote to France, the 
USSR and ten other states) she was 
finally admitting publicly that the sur- 
vival of the UN tself was more import- 
ant than the maintenanee of an iter: 
minable, self-righteous, rear-guard  de- 
fence of a single clause of its Charter. 
The fhet that she had, in’ this case, 
almost no alternative, since she could 
count on no support for her position, 
need not detract from the significance 
af the move, In facet, Mr Goldbery’s 
frankness on the matter of the lack of 
voles was, to most delegates, “ refresh- 
ing.” Diplomacy generally resorts to 
pretticr and jess precise Janguage. 
But, at the same time, Ambassador 


Vietnamese 
Buddhists 


continued from page 9 


be like if Britain had been in a state 
of war for twenty years. To most of the 
British public, the war is just reports in 
the newspapers. 

Some young people in Vietnam live in a 
state of despair, Some have killed them- 
seives (ibink of the “cowboys” of 
Saivon - the young conseriplion evaders 
who are being driven to female inper- 
sonation and self-mutilation by — the 
military police who periodically have 
press-gang round-ups). A respectful sym- 
pathy goes out to the Buddlists of 
Vietnain. The lotus blossom must thrive 
in the flames. He forecast that in the 
course of the next few years a very 
great revival of Buddhism ino Vietnam 
will take place. He did not think it 
advisable that the Ven. Minh Chan who 
was so closely involved in the Vietnam- 
ese situation should speak out clearly 
about attitudes to the war. 


The Ven. Sangharaksheta, however, 
could explain the Buddhist attitude in 
Vietnam more fully. There is no Buda- 
hist Pope, of course, and monks have 
their awn personal opinions about the 
war. The first thing to recognise is the 
distinction between monks and_ laity. 
Monks take strict vows of non-violence 
and pacifism. They must not kill ar urge 
others to kill. Some of them are vege- 
tarlans (mostly those from the Thera- 
vada branch), some are not. The monk 
(or nun) wants to practise his principles 
as fully as possible. We must exercise a 
ruthless self-discipline, attack the human 
desires which chain him to the Wheel 
of Life, and work out diligently his own 
salvation, The layman must impose cer- 
tain limitations on the practice of his 
principles. 

Most of the soldiers pressed into the 
army have Buddhist sympathies. The 
Buddhists, however, do not presimne to 
dictate to the laity what it should do. 
They do not urge soldiers to smash 
their guns or refuse to obey orders to 
kiN. Doing such a thing, even in Britain, 
would invite severe penalties. Nguyen 
Cao Ky seems to be preferred ta Diem 
because he dees not persecute Buddhists. 
(He is also preferred to the State Com- 
muniat boss, Wo Chi Minh: apparently 
the Buddhists in Hanoi are restricted in 
the same way as Russian Orthodox 
Churchmen in the Soviet Union) His 
obscene publie statements about Adolf 
Witler are thought to spring more from 
ignorance than from real admiration. 


The “citizen,’ then, has a different 
“duty” to the monk or nun. Ileprisals 
against any vigorous opposition to the 
war policy are severe. There are stories 
of various atrocities, like dropping dis- 
sident intellectuals over Vicinam with- 
out parachttes, Great risks are run in 
any direct criticism of the American 
army of occupation or of their Saigon 
stoapes. 

So Committee of 100 supporters nnist nat 
be naive ahout non-violent direct action 
fn Vietnam. The odds against it must 
be thousands to one. In the opinion of 
the Venerahle Sangharaksheta, the 
only long-term solution to the problem 
ia the strengthening of Buddhism itself. 


Goldberg’s statement) reflected, among 
other things, a very odd set of values. 
He made no Jess than eight references 
te “the rule of law” (or a reasonable 
facsimile of the same), and he alluded 
here and there to “ constitutionality,” 
* legality,” etc. This was, of course, part 
of a design to make it clear that as far 
as principle is) conecerned the United 
States had not budged an inch. Article 
19 was “clear beyond question about 
the sanction to be applied in the ease 
of two-year delinquents.” 

However, it does seem a bit off balance 
to enter so strenuous a defence of the 
rule of law in respect to a single clause 
of the Charter concerned with a mem- 
ber’s right to vote while the United 
States was and has been mereilessly 
violating the UN Churter, the Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, and the Geneva 
Accords (whieh she promised to up 
hold). 

If Ambassador Goldberg's intent was to 
suggest that his own respect for the 
law might exert an influence on the 
bigger issues as well, then one can only 
cheer him on, But his pledge to “ help 
the UN gather new streneth until the 


rule oof law is universally accepled ”’ 
sounded more hke missionary zeal than 
un admission of American transgres- 
sion 


In facet Mr Goldberp’s letter to the Presi- 
dent of the Security Council about two 
weeks earlier had a distinct tone of 
self-exoneration - with its long eata- 
logue of “repeated efforts... to open 
a path to peaceful solution,” and “our 
acceptance of the terms of the Geneva 
Accords of 1954." (A US spokesman has 
said privately, however, that the State 
Department at the moment is not too 
keen on the Geneva formula.) 


The letter was, at the same time, a 
very imprecise document. It expressed 
the hope that the Council ‘ will some- 
how find the means to respond effectively 
to the challenge raised by the present 
stute of affairs in south-east Asia.” But, 
as Mr Goldherg surely knew, the Coun- 
cH aperates on the basis of being form- 
ally seized of an issuc; there is no half- 
way position. And it is for this reason 


Donovan for 


The Universal Soldier, Donovan (Pye 
NEP 24219). 

It seems that anything can happen on 
the pop scene at the moment. The 
Byrds have just taken Boh Dylan's sur- 
realist Mr Tambourine Man to Number 
One, Joan Baez is in the Top Ten, and 
Sonny and Cher, with their remarkable 
husband and wife performance, have 
succeeded in transforming «a very pre- 
dictable song, I've Got You, Babe, into 
something genuine and meaningful. 


Now Donovan has released an EP of 
anti-wur songs entitled The Universal 
Soldier. Donovan has already revealed 
his political colours by marching at the 
head of a Peace in Vietnam march in the 
spring. Not such a noteworthy thing 
for a pop-singer to do today, perhaps, 
with the press virtually ignoring CND’s 
activities. 


Much more courageous was the decision 
to release this record in the face of the 
BBC's conservative attitude towards 
popular musie (they will allow ‘ seri- 
ous” attacks on militarism like Britten’s 
War Requiem, but more often than 
not will ban “popular” attacks like 
Manfred Mann’s version of With God On 
Our Side) and the scepticism of the 
musical press about the probable fate 
of this record. The New Musical Eex- 
press doubted, a few weeks ago, whether 
the recerd-buying public would stomach 
a “whole EP’ (10 mins !) of anti-war 
songs. 


The songs themselves are a mixed bunch. 
Donovan's own composition Ballad of a 
Crystal Man is somehow too pretty to 
come to grips with its subject. Bert 
Janach’s Do You Hear Me Naw is sluzht; 
and even the composition by Mick Soft- 
ley - a writer who is becaming increas- 
ingly well-known - suffers a litle from 
being overworked and, as always, ineffec- 
tive images of mushroom clouds, bieod 


that the six non-permanent members of 
the Council felt decidedly awkward when 
they met with the US Ambassador, I 
also explains why one of them expressed 
the- wish that that particular sounding 
would not be chalked up as President 
Johnson's “nth effort” in the search for 
a solution. 

All Council members are conseious of the 
fact that even were the Vietnam question 
formally entered, the debate would have 
little chance of proceeding equitably, 
since North Vietnain has an understand- 
able hesitaney about being called before 
an organisation of which she is not a 
member and in which the regime she 
regards as only “a ereation of the 
United States” holds observer. status. 
If, as some cynics say, the United States 
might almost be glad to see the Viet- 
nam issue in the Security Council - be- 
cause she could then “° justify’ the next 
military escalation by saying that she’d 
tried “everything " peaceful, even in- 
cluding the highest UN organ - then 
why, some mizht ask, doesn’t she do so? 
The answer probably is that normally 
itis the agereved party who asks to be 
heard, and even Ambassador Goldberg’s 
nimble legal mind might have difficulty 
arguing that the US was the victim of 
aggression. The obvious alternative 
would be to get South Vietnam to bring 
the complaint. One can only assume 
that the major deterrent here may be 
the ever-present threat that between the 
decision to do so and the opening 
of the debate the government in Saigon 
might have disappeared. 

As for the second of those ° two roads ” 
that Dean Rusk has said are open to 
the UN - i.e. quiet diplomacy - there has 
never really been any let-up, from U 
Thant’s point of view, not even during 
that most trying period last spring when 
the White House, to put it politely, was 
in no mood to encourage the Seeretary- 
General. Of the known (and the secret) 
overtures to Tfanoi it’s impossible to 
say what part, if any, U Thant played. 
He has always felt that this whole area 
of negotiation is much too sensitive to 
bear exposure to the publie eye. 

Most of the missions have been doomed 
to failure, in part, no doubt, because 


peace 


and twisted bone. But The War Drags 
On, us this song about the war in Viet- 
nam is called, has some poignant and 
moving moments, especially when Dono- 
van sings - with great gentleness - about 
the Vietnamese people. 

The redemption of the record is the 
litle-song, The Universal Soldier, which 
was written by the American-Indian 
singer, Buify St Marie, Unlike most war 
songs, Which usually lament the dead or 
accuse the generals, this one points its 
finger unhesitatingly at the passive 
obedience of the ordinary soldier. 


Ile’s five-foot-two, and he’s siz-foot- 
four, 

He fights with missiles and with 
spears, 

Hfe’s all of thirty-one and he’s only 
seventeen, 

He’s been a soldier for a thousand 
years... 


He’s the one who gives his body as a 
weapon of the war 
And without him all this killing can’t 
GO OW se 
Universal Soldier lacks the depth and 
poetry of, say, Boh Dylan’s A. Hard 
Rain’s A-qouna Fall, but with its direct- 
ness, completeness, and wholly inemor- 
able lune, is a much better seng. Dono- 
van sings it with a simplicity and humi- 
lity that should vindicate him from u lot 
of the partisan attacks that have heen 
made agaist him. 
The imponderable factor in this record 
is just how people will Usten to it. There 
is no doubt about its popularity: the 
record-shops in my town sold out in one 
day, Hut willl the songs just be noises; 
cuddly Donovan the image that the lis- 
teners think about? 
The titlesong at least should provoke 
some fathers into a rather origina! line 
of attack on teenage music. 
RICHARD MABEY. 


they were either initiated or executed 
by governments or individuals for whom 
neither Hanoi nor Peking felt any paru 


cular warmth; and the most obvious 
illustration of this was the [ndian-Yugo 
slay effort. 

Without being privy to the quid pre 
yuos that have passed between Hanol 
and African or Western capitals, it 
fairly safe to assume that apart from te 
unacceptability of the mission or 1° 
initiators, a major factor m the failures 
has been Washington’s unwillingness a 
stop the bombing of Hanoi without &%& 
acting some kind of “concession” [9 
doing so, even though this brutal batter 
ing has been goiny on for six months 
without the slightest retaliation in kind. 


Here, if anywhere, the rule of jaw has 
ceased to exist. 
The United States, by extricating nerself 


from an obsession with a narraw ane 


alinost. ludicrous application of the rmWe 
of law (Le. on Article 19) has eased the 
way for what everyone is calling # 
“normal” Assembly (which is only # 
nicer way of saying that the Assembly 
is now heading back to where it should 
have been a year apo). 

But if the United States is genuinely 
committed to a belief in the sanctity & 


the law she will (a) help to bring aboub | 


the real normalisation of the UN by. te 
storing China to ful membership an 
(b) demonstrate a willingness to &® 
change the rule of force for the rule 
law. Then for the first time the peace 
makers would be able to grapple Wi q 
the war in Vietnam and the threat 2 
nuclear annihilation not in terns of the 
world as some would like to see it bY 
in terms of the world as it really is 


Russell for 
the Lower 
Fourth 


Bertrand Russell: A Life, by Herbet | 


Gottschalk. (John Barker, 12s 6d.) 
“So far as we know,” the publishel™ 


state on the dust-jacket, "Mr Gore 
chalk’s book is the first reliabl’ 


short biography of Bertrand Russel 
It all depends on what is meant by wy 
word “short.” As against this baok® 
121 pages, Alan Wood’s Bertrand Ri 
sell; The Passionate Sceptic had- 
ages. Though hardly — voluminiou® 
Vood’s biography, published in 10 
covered Russell’s extraordinary life more 
methodically, more fully, and more J® 
terestingly, Mr Gottschalk, in fact, sec! 


tS 
=< 
5 


to owe a large and totally unacknow 


ledged debt to Mr Wood, since the sam 
points are made with such frequent? 
that he was clearly aware of this work 


Mr Gottschalk offers the reader neithel 
a complete account of Russell's life, 0% 
an intelligent exposé of his idee 
“Summed up as briefly as possible,” 2 
writes, “the Principia Mathematica ¢%Y 


minates in the definition of Number at 


and in its second volume proves ns 
no <2 at nom” To reduee Russe 


ideas ta the level of the lower fourth fy 
Gottschalk does, is to kill any possibill: 
of interest in them. f 
He is slightly more interesting on Ry 
sell’s ideas on war and peace, but one 
slightly. It is hard to explain his (ally 
even to mention the controversy (wi 
still rumbles on) as to whether Ruse 
advocated preventive war aguinst Vo, 
Soviet Union in the late 1940's, and they 
is no discussion of the unusual dual 
which has characterised Russell's ne 
proach (as it did Binstein’s - on pnt 
one hand, a belief in world HOVEITIDN 6 
armed with nuclear weapons, and, of t 
other, support for papular movellely 
committing civil disobedience and Ure 
unilateral nuclear disarmanient. 


Mr. Gottschalk takes Russell's Wfe %y 
to 1962, but the last sertion ae to 


a 


possible, even scrappier than the oop 
and does not even mention the piel 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament.of 


Russell was president until 1860. at 
ADAM. KOBE 
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Malatesta and violence 


itr Morton's long diatribe against Ronald 
ampson’s review of the book on Alata- 
‘sta (Peace News, August 13) was rather 
‘uriousty argued, THe says that, whilst 
© pacifist must be an anarchist, the 
qarchist is not constrained to be a paci- 
‘~ 
Yet every act of violence requires an at- 
wker and an attacked and ultimately 
‘nds with a victor and a loser where 
“ atlacked must be subjected to the 
Macker and the loser to the victor. 
AM violence, in other words, leads to the 
‘ubjection of one of the parties and the 
‘oMinance of the other, At the present 
IS commonplace for a king to kill a 
Peasant yet it is just as much against 


Tatchist principles for a peasant to 
a a king. 

i Says also that violence is permissible 
te, deposing yovernments but ° must 


hie the moment liberation is achieved.” 
reall stems like a good idea, and if this 
oe ly Gid happen it would be an econ- 
-~,, Violence. Bul how is Mr Morton 
fore > to depose the yvovernments by 
fe? There are only three ways: 
phy the intervention of the army: but 
‘inane iny is the antithesis of all the 
aad nist stands for, and army revolts 
5  Benerally, to military dictatorships. 
Y one man ussassinating the ruler: but 
* We have a leader developing - the 
SSin will be in a position to dictate 
tide tcHons of the other conspirators, Be- 


her, 
Ags. 
Pia 


dus) this method of revolt’ is notori 
¢ Y unsuecessful the assassination 
a. the Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 


bids 
a 


@j2/evo did not end in glorious anar- 


M nor did the assassination of the 
Var lan prime minister in 1916 end the 


i, ; 

, The third alternative is by appealing 
“he mob: this inevitably Teads to the 
ee Prolonged and brutal slaughter as 
tray Mob very quickly gets out of con- 
_ The French Revolution was con- 
“led by the mob, and the leaders, 
ime only wanted limited violence, were 
¥ ousted and beheaded by men more 
yaling to appease the moh's blood-lust. 
qyeatall anarchists should realise is that 
Myop lence means subjection just as 
ich as all subjection means violence; 
ty ete only way for anarchism to devel. 
Nore Bradually by making the individual 
1th, responsible and independent of 
Mrgpovermment and by passive demon- 
ay Ons in which every person plays 
Nycdual part. 

yvdlas J. Gritin, 

Vig’ St Leake Road, 

Leake, Leleester. 


ccifists and Vietnam 


‘nop’ Unfortunate, both for the peace 
tha Ment, and the people of Vietnam, 
‘long Gespite Malcolm Caldwell’s excel- 
| Wey ticle (Peace News, August 13) as 
tie - numerous other contributions in 
Com PoRressive press, you nevertheless 
. © fo the conclusion that “we cannot 


| ag tlve our active 
i The 


support to elther 


. in Vietnam, 

the View might have some validity if 
| tig | tuation in Vietnam was merely the 
Var, Of a confrontation between two 
tro, MB ideologies, each trying to gain 
ld regardless of the people them- 
| Soias In fact, of course, as has been 
ised ont on numerous occasions by 
itt the most reactionary commenta- 
Vai The war in Vietnam is a people's 
: Mirected at liberating the country 


Xin! tho Jatest in a long Hine of aggres- 
Coma tt the talk about the Viel Cong,” 
Ying tunist infiltrators and Red invaders 
iy VU disyuise this basic fact, 


s . 
ite your strong condemnation of 
ee ee a 


( 

/Sative listening 

| Pic, APPlication lo comiittees and 
tp tts, 

hy chel Pinney will demonstrate. 
Yates August 1 

WEWCaSTEE Street 


Nee’. Athion Place 
new 


| hg fds House, Carltan Hill, Wood. 
[ta Use Lane, LEDS. 


Mt Engs 03 Oukley St, 8.W.3, 


US action in Vietnam you nevertheless 
seem determined to distort and belittle 
the actions of the National Liberation 
Front and the things for which the N&P 
is fiehting. Im particular what do you 
Inean when you say “the NEI's oiterpre 
tation of the Geneva agrecinents?” (ny 
italics). Surely the Nid “interpreta. 
tion” is no more than an insistence (hat 
those avreements should be faithfully 
carried out. Later you talk of the * ideo- 
logy of the NEF and suggest that at 
some later date it might restrict the 
rights of other groups such as the RBud- 
diists.” The NGF as a body has no “ad- 
eolugy” other than that embodied in the 
Geneva agreements (i.e. free elections, 
reunification of the country, absence of 
foreign bases.) These re the N&PE's im- 
midate aims and they should be ours 
too. 

It is being rather perverse in the face 
of the present serious situation in Viet- 
nain to wonder, however hypothetically. 
just what is going to happen there il 
and when the US is defeated and if 
and when the NLP becomes the overn- 
ment. (indeed, it is rather like wonder- 
ing what will happen in Angola when 
the Portuguese have been forced to 
leave, instead of concentrating on pget- 
ting them out in the first place.) 
However, while on the subject of Budd- 
hists in South Vietnam, it is as well to 
remember two things. MFirstly, there are 
a large number of Buddhists (and for 
that matter Catholics) in the NLP, many 
in high positions - a strange thing surely 


if the aims of one were incompatible 
with those of the other. 
Secondly, according to the Venerable 


Thich Thien Hao, President of the lac 
floa Buddhist Association of South Viet- 
nam, “South Vietnamese monks and 
Buddhists are still being arrested, im- 
prisoned and killed. Our Buddhist flay is 
unable to fly freely in the air of South 
Vielnam.” He has spoken of hideous 
atrocites committed by the South Viet- 
namese authorities (under the nose of 
the US) including the raping of nuns, 
beheading of monks and the destruction 
of temples. He was speaking at the Con- 
ference of Buddhists af Mleven Asian 
Countries and Regions held in Peking 
in 1963, and though the persecution was 
at its height during: the “ Diem period,” 
there is ample evidence stil coming 
out of South Vietnam that torture and 
-treatnent Is continuing. Could Bud. 
dhists possibly be worse aif under the 
NLP? 

Wowever much we in the peace move- 
ment may prefer a “non-violent. strug: 
gle for liberation” it was a foregone 
conclusion that there would be a violent 
struggle for liberation in Vietnam if the 
Geneva agreements were not honoured. 
Tt is naive ta expect a country that has 
Won successive armed victories apainst 
two enemies suddenly to use pagsive re- 
sistance against a thin! and far more 
brutal one. 

There are, after all, two ways af 
achieving peace. One of them (and this 
is something that many in the mevement 
tend to forget) is to fight for it. Jn coun- 
tries where marches and demonstrations 
ure greeted with machine-gun fire, vio- 
lent opposition is offen the omy answer. 
The Vietnamese won their peace at Dien 
Bien Phu in 1954, only to have it snat- 
ched away hy America. In fighting far 
peace and liberty again todav they de- 
serve our active support and encourage- 
ment, not our pious justifications of non- 
allgnment. 

Julian Holt, 

Flat 2, 58 High Street, 

Venterden. 


Roberts on Vietnam 


Rohert Gray (Peace News, Aust 20) 
criticises both my yeneral political ap- 
proach, and my attitude te the war in 
Vietnam. He says that “it is naive to 
nish to applaud any group, anywhere, 
whith — proelains — non-violance.’ Of 
course if is naive, and for a wide variety 
of reasons. My written record bears out, 
negatively, that there have been many 
groups proclaiming non-violente which 
I have not rushed to applaud; and, mare 
positively, that [have in faet oxpheitly 
criticised particular advocates of non- 
Violence on numerous occasions (ef. 
Peace News, January 10 and November 
6, 184). 

Mr ray accuses me af “a certain naive 
conditioned reflex to every war situa- 
tian.” He does not say what this retiex is, 


Letters to 
the Editor 


though he mentions (he tens han 
violence "and “ necotiated solutions.” 
Am | supposed to he in favour of the 
latter or against them? Does he stugest 
thal | have ignored all other elements in 
conthict situations, ineluding strategie, 
nationalistic, ideolomesal and religious 
ones?” [ find at hard to answer an aecu- 
salian af once su Vague and sa msulOng. 
Mr Gray says f have made “ charactertis- 
tically naive, liberal references to an 
undifferentiated * totalitarianism’ mam- 
fested both by Diem and the Viet Cong.” 
Mr Gray does not actually quote the re- 
ferences, nor does he (as J remarked 
before in my letter published on August 
6) trouble to challenge the evidence 1 
produced on this matter. Instead, we 
have cosy and disingenuous description 


of what the Viet Cong are doing and 
likely to do in South Vietnam, ° - 
The Viet Cong,” says Mr Gray, “ have 


to fight to create a decent life for them- 
selves,” Is a brutal land reform pro- 
gramme such as the one in North Viet- 


nam, the excesses of which have been 
fully documented by Bernard Fall, 
lfoang Van Chi and others, what Mr 


Gray means by creating “a decent hfe 


for themselves’? 

As regards land reform in the South, 
I have already emphasised the need for 
this, and numerous other political and 
social reforms. But is the way to get 
this necessarily through a guerrilla war, 
killing hundreds of thousands? And, if 
the result is land reform and repression 
such as we have seen in North Vietnam, 
is the result worth it? The barrenness 
of much political thinking - both on the 
political Right and the political Left 
has never been so clearly demonstrated 
as by the tragic situation in Vietnam. 
Adam Roberts, 

97 Worship Street, London E,C,2, 


Postal persuasion 


Planned letter writing is a useful acti- 
vity which is aften neglected because 
it is so ordinary, Yet it can be very 
effective, perhaps more so when carried 
out by a number of peace groups acting 
together, 


On Merseyside, representatives or obser. 
vers from local branches of CND, FoR, 
Friends, ILP, Peacemakers, PPU, WIL 
and YCND have been working together 
in the Liverpool Area Council of Peace- 
makers, and postal persuasion is one 
of the joint activities, Just before the 
General Election iast year, a letter was 
sent on behalf of the Area Council to 
23 MPs and Parliamentary candidates 
in local constituencies, enquiring about 
their attitude to a possible proposal for 
reintroducing conscription. Replies were 
received from sixteen, none of whom 
admitted to being in fayour of con- 
scription, and summaries of the replies 
were circulated to participating groups. 


In February of this year, a letter from 
the Council went to the eighteen new 
MPs on Merseyside, using different 
wordings for Labour and Conservative, 
urging drastic disarmament, more sup: 
port for the United Nations and more 
aid to developing countries. Replies 
were received from seven, and as- 4 
follow-up to this correspondence | indi- 
vidual members of groups were asked 
to write to all twelve Labour MPs, giv- 
ing Support and encouragement ta those 
already on our side and urging others 
in the right direction, 


At the last meeting of the Council a 
joint letter to the Prime Minister, wel- 
coming the Commonwealth initiatives on 
Vietnam but outlining a reasoned case 
against the government's support for 
US intervention, was signed individually 
by all the members; and corresponding 
letters to the Guardian and the Liver- 
pool Post were also jointly. signed, The 
‘ost’ published the letter but the 
Guardian apparently did nat, : 
Letters do have an effect, and one well-: 
worded letter to Parliament is worth a 
hundred signatures on a petition. Our 
legislators tend te dismiss demonstra: 
tions as the exuberance of youth, and a 
petition cuts no ice unless it is very large 
indeed. But when individuals take the 
trouble to write bay ine 3 their views 
elearly and cogently, those views are 
duly noted, 

National newspapers, of course, only 
publish a fraction of the letters they re- 
ceive, but smali local papers are. often 
short of letters and glad to receive. any 
on controversial matters, A letter signed: 
by several people has a much hetter 
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change of publication, so next time you 
think of writing fo the paper about 
peace or alisurmament, get talf a dozen 
athers ta sim at with you, and see 
what happens 

Alan Litheriand, 

6 Harlech Road, Liverpool 23. 


The new American Left 


I want to express my dismay that Peace 
News has selected Richard Elman to give 
its readers what passes for an analysis 
af the American new Left, The readers 
have been short changed. There is much 
that deserves searching analysis, criti 
cism, and evaluation with respect to the 
new Left. Sumner Rosen, himself not 
a new lefler by virtue of his advanced 
age, is right when he takes exception 
to Elman's prose; but far too uneritical 
and optimistic about the ability of the 
teach-ins and current new Left action 
and thought to affect a radical change, 
or even Jight the fuse for such a change 
in America, in my opinion, 


However, | would like to dispense with 
my opinions; and refer your readers who 
may be interested in serious discussion 
of the new Left to some primary sources 
of exposition and eriticism: “ With the 
Movements,” a series of editorial arti 
cles, in the current issue of Studies on 
the Left provides good exposition of the 
analysis and current strategic discus: 
sion; Staughton Lynd’s letter to Bayard 
Rustin in the same journal, and his arti- 
cle in the June-July issue of Liberation 
are also examples of the political dis 
cussion advanced by the new Left. Irving 
Howe's article in the summer issue of 
Dissent is probably the best critical ar. 
ticle to date and outlines very adequately 
the ideas which the new Left and the 
democratic Left must explore in com 
mon. Staughton Lynd's article in the 
same issue of Dissent ia notable for the 
attention it gives to deseribing participa. 
tory democracy and its lack of polemic 
writing, From another source, Robert 
Pickus takes the pacifists to task in’a 
serious but too short artiele in 
June-July issue of Liberation. This arti 
cle also speaks to the question of united 
front activity. 


All of the articles mentioned above, in 
addition to Mulford Sibley's. excellent 
piece on “Revolution and Violence" 
which appeared in the pages of Peace 


News, and Bayard Rustin’s articles’ in > 


Commentary would Duminate the di- 
mensions of new Left and democratie 
Left thinking in the United States, 
They clearly define the differences in 
analysis and strategy; and the urgent 
but unanswered questions facing hoth 
OUps, 

Anne M. Stadler 

18339-47 Place NE, 

Seattle 98155, Wash, 


Out of order 


We have several very peculiar type: . 


writers in the Peace News office, Ono 


of them, theone I'm typ! ug on now, 


has a faulty sp a ce bar another 
tends to 
xtupid habit ef producing x every time 
an s is typed. 
writer which sits unuied under the sin 
and types precisely . The sink ig 


liable to get choked up and smell are oe 
this, 


ly from time to time. On top of all this 
we have gremlins in our telephone ox 
tensions, the roof Jeaka in the sab- 


editor's room, sometimes making a mess a 
; 
typed again on one of those typewriters, 
And B ead re cet form apy ae a 
Snougn nwney te put all of thease things — 

ight. Fie eas 


of press capy whith then bas 


finally ta r axe hEIp ug, 


TOM ‘McGRATH, ie : 
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6 Caledonian Road London Ni 
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Verwoerd hits back at Rand Daily Mail | 


Tom McGrath writes: On August 16 a 
plea of guilty was entered by Gyshert 
Johan van Schalkwyk, a former warder 
when he was charged in the Johannes- 
burg Regional Court with making false 
statements about ill-treatment of prison- 
ers in the Cinderella Prison in DBoks- 
burg. Ife is one of the two warders 
whose sworn affidavits were used in an 
article in the Rand Daily Mail. 

One of the main allegations published 
by the Mail was that prisoners had been 
fiven electric shock treatment. In court 
van Schalkwyk said that the machine 
was used not for electric shock but 
electric therapy treatment. He claimed 
that he had sold the statement to the 
newspaper because he was in need of 
money. Further, the statement which 
appeared under his name in the paper 
had in fact been added to by Mr Pog- 
rund, chief reporter for the Mail. 

Yan Schalkwyk said jin court that Pog- 
rund had approached him with an offer 
of legal assistance. “I refused because 
these people have got me into so much 


Cholera epidemic 
in Middle East 


A warning; was {issued by the United 
Nations World Health Organisation in 
Geneva last Friday that the Middle East 
is threatened hy the worst cho'era out- 
break sinee 1939, More than 1,000 cases 
in one week have been reported in both 
Afghanistan, where the epidemic was 
discovered on July 22, and in East Iran, 
the Daily Mail’s Geneva correspondent 
wrote on Friday 

The WHO said that there was a growing 
danger the disease would sweep west- 
ward at any moment and hit ‘Teheran, 
the capital of Tran. It was believed at 
first that the epidemic was of only the 
mi'd type of cholera but now the WHO 
has established that it is the most 
tlangerous variety. 

The organisation has sent 500,000 doses 
of vaccine to Afghanistan. where the 
disease is under control. But supplies 
have run out and the WHO is now buy- 
ing stocks from private European makers 
and the Phillipines yovernment. A 
cholera experl, Dr Yoshikasu Watanabe, 
of Japan, has been sent tothe stricken 
areas, 

Cases have been reported also from the 
sland of Bahrain, in the Persian Gulf, 
and fram Iraq, though the Iraqi govern- 
ment has denied there is an epidemic in 
the country. 


Rhodesia: will 
the UN act? 


The United Natlons may take over 
Hritain’s responsibilities towards Rho- 
tlesia if law and order are threatened 
by a unilateral declaration of indepen- 
dence, the Daily Mail’s Diplomatic 
Correspondent wrote Jast Tuesday. In 
an emergency, the British governinent 
is not prepared tu bieck UN action in 
Hhodesin against the tide of Common- 
wealth and world opinion. 

Mr Arthur Bottomley, Cammonwealth 
Secretary, returned to London Jast Mon- 
day after his tour of West Africa. He 
admitted that he was under no iffusions 
that many members of Mr Ian Smith's 
Hovernment would like to take action 
on independence, Moves may be made in 
this direction in October. 

Mr Bottomley ruled out force from the 
British government but he stressed that 
it would be difficu't for Britain to use 
the veto in the Security Council to 
stop others using force collectively, He 


Raid: 
“If Mr Smith took unilateral action 
and there was pressure on me to use 
force, J think the Afre-Asian group 
paela ralse it at the Security Coun- 
Cj he 
Mr Bottomley did nut think the Organi- 
sation of African Unity would he strong 
enough to use force suceessfuly in an 
emergency, The prospect of the UN un- 
dertuking a role in Rhodesia, hawever, 
was a much more serious problem for 
Mr Smith. 


trouble already, I don’t want any more.” 
IIe was sentenced to three years im- 
prisonment. (Natal Mercury, August 17.) 
In a front page editorial in the Rand 
Daily Mail, Mr Laurence Gandar, the 
editor, wrote that he considers the trial 
as “something less than full justice.” 
He stressed that van Schalkwyk decided 
at once to plead guilty. Most of the wit- 
nesses produced by the state were civil 
servants and they were not cross-ex- 
amined. Ile was surprised that the as- 
sistant Attorney-General, Mr Percy 
Yutar, “who does not normally handle 
perjury cases in Regional Courts,” was 
assigned for this case. 


Mr Gandar also pointed out that the 
prosecutor based his assertion of money 
being offered to van Schalkwyk on 
“hearsay evidence from the accused's 
girl friend’s mother who was conspi- 
cuously vague, both about the amount 
involved (£75) and when it was sup- 
posed to be paid.” 


Gandar claims that he wrote an urgent 
letter to Mr Yutar, pointing out that 
at no stage was any money paid or 
offered to van Schalkwyk. But, he adds, 
“Dr Yutar continued to maintain that 
van Schalkwyk sold his birthright and 
his country for a mess of pottage.” 


On Sunday the Johannesburg Sunday 
Times published as its main front page 
report an account of the trial under 
the heading “ Examination of Documents 
in Van Schalkwyk Case Show That Dr 
Yutar Misted the Court.” The paper says 
that Dr Yutar’s statement to the court 
that witnesses would prove van 
Schalkwyk’'s affidavit about prison con- 
ditions to be “completely false” was 


not borne out when the affidavit was 
compared with van Schalkwyk’s  con- 
fession to the police (Observer, August 
22). 


A. statement last week, from Colonel 
G. A. Lowies of the Johannesburg CID, 
indicated, however, that the Mail's al- 
legations may have heen taken seriously 
by the Government. He said that ‘ not 
only are we examining the statements 
of informants on the gaols issue, but 
we are also looking into charges of 
assault made against certain prison 
warders. This aspect we dare not ignore.” 
(Sunday Times, August 22.) 


On August 21, the government cancelled 
the passports of Laurence Gandar and 
Benjamin Pogrund of the Rand Daily 
Mail. This was the conclusion to a week 
in which Mr Pogrund had received a suc- 
cession of abusive telephone calls at 
his home. He described the callers com. 
ments as ‘unprintable.” Eventually, he 
called on colleagues for protection after 
several ‘“tough-looking characters" be- 
gan to congregate around the block of 
flats where he lives. 


The Johannesburg Star said last Monday 
that the government had misused its 
powers by withdrawing the passports of 
the Mail writers. 


An article in the Verwoerd paper, 
Dagbreek, last Sunday pave — strong 
indications that a South African witch- 
hunt, beginning with a court trial of 
Gandar and Pogrund might soon be un- 
derway, Under the headline “ Rand 
Daily Mail will be brought to book - 
well known businessmen also in court?” 
the newspaper stated that everyone re- 
sponsible for ‘the worst smear campaign 


CIVIL DEFENCE 
1S COMMON SENSE 


‘LOO’ will march to Porton 
and walk-through 


The Chemical and Germ Warfare Re- 
search Establishment at Porton in Wilt- 
shire will be the focus of a demonstra- 
tion on September 13, which is being 
organised by a group of peop-e from 
the London Committee of 100, 

The group is demanding that the re- 
search into germ and gas warfare which 


eteaninr tere 


Ornette Coleman 


“An Evening with Ornette Coleman” 
on Sunday, August 29, at the I airfield 
Hall], Croydon, at 7.30 pam. This will 
be the only concert given in this coun- 
try by Ornette Coleman, who is one of 
the leading musicians in the American 
jazz avant garde. A special feature of 
the concert will be his “Forms and 
Sounds for Wind Quintet ” which will 
be performed by the Virtuoso Ensem- 
bie. The programme will also feature 
jazzpoetry by Mike Horovitz and Pete 
Brown with the New Departures Quin- 
tet. Tickets from Dobell’s Hecord Shop, 
Charing Crass Koad. 


is carried out at Porton, as at other 
eentres in many other countries, should 
stop at once, The establishment should 
be taken out of the British government's 
hands and put under the contro] of the 
Wor:d Health Organisation for use as 
an international hea.th centre. 

The demonstration will involve civil 
disobedience as the group — intend 
to attempt a “peaceful reclimation” of 
the land. They will “ walk-through” the 
area and symbolically reclaim it from 
the warfare state for peaceful use by 
planting WHO pennants there. A sup: 
porting march and picket is being organ: 
ised by Southern Region CND for those 
who do not wish to take part in the 
civil disobedience action. 

Also, to Jead up to the action, a 7-day 
walk will start from Marble Arch, Lon- 
don, on September 4 and will arrive at 
Porton in time for the walk-through, 
Further inforination about the action 
from the * 100” 13, Goodwin Street, N.4, 
the supporting march from Inez Ran- 
dail, 07, Cockney Hill, Reading, Berks, 
and the 7-day walk from Douglas Nep- 
per, also at 13, Goodwin Street, N.4. 


a a 


" 
the Republic has experienced for years |) 
will appear in court. The public msl 
be surprised at the other men of stant 
ing in the business world who will af 
pear. | 

* * . | 
Last Tuesday in Durban Mr. rao 
Strachan, whose statement on prison ts 
ditions in South Africa was published % 
the Rand Daily Mail and received worl 
wide publicity, was arrested by police 4 
his home. He was charged with cone 
vening the Prisons Act and with maki) 
a false statement to a Commissionet 
Oaths. 
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Norman Dodds | 
dies 


( 
Mr Dorman Dodds, 61-year-old Labol! 
MP for Erith and Crayford, died me 
Sunday. He was well-known for his wou 
on behalf of the welfare of the aged He 
the mentally ill, of the gypsy and oul 
itinerants. 
The pypsy problem was particulat 
acute in his own constituency and 
established a temporary camp for is 
at Cobham near Rochester. Mr Cr al 
man, Minister of Tlousing and Lae 
Government, decided to conduct a 
tional survey on gypsies in Februay 
In his advice to the minister, Mr DoW 
urged the establishment of rehabilitaue’ 
centres and suggested a training sche 
for gypsies under the Ministry of, ie 
bour. He was, before he died, writ! 
a book on the subject. it 


Mr Dodds was a member of the Un ‘i 
of Shop, Distributive and Allied Wo 
ers and a director of Dartford Co-ope?, 
tive Society. He served as Parliamentay 
Private Secretary to Mr Arthur Bolto™ 
ley, the Commonwealth Relations See 
tary. He had been ill with a he Py 
disease for three weeks, he was mal 
progress but had a sudden attack My 
died immediately. With the death ‘ Inister ¢ 
Mr Dodds the government's parliam® even 
tary majority dropped from three * | ’emed ti 
two. nil lution, i 
. m, but ( 
| Seneral, | 
eomed k 


Civil defence E Pakistan. 


Those wh 
Slween J 
pis inevi 
Y events 
Nepotiatio 
964, afte 


ia ter un 
‘ ', a | is 
a-waste+Cuts o> oly 
i Nagala 
expected | falas’ 
p il ‘luable j 
long 
A government decision on the role i Kuen 
the civil defence corps is imminent Negotiate. 
is likely to be announced before Tiel however 
liament re-assembles on October 26, 0°! are et 


a) 

Daily Telegraph reported last Mond® lig) 
Fixpert reassessments of the functions iy Uscugsion: 
civil defence are likely to lead to se hag firmly 
changes. It is reported that the re ttt y 
Office is already clear on the lines 
orgrnisation must take. vt Th 

Since Mr Sandys’ Defence White Pate 4° Irony 
of 1957, it has been recognised, | | 
Telegraph continues, that there 18 opt 
defence against nuclear attack a | 
deep shelters costing hundreds of, ef 
lions of pounds, This led to eriti@ey 
of civil defence expenditure on ErOie! hoy 
of waste. Ministers are concerned to "ys the! Indie 


Y pled 


pel pubie anxiety that civil Aefeney og ty, nash 
a farce by streamlining the organise yy the lly i 
to fit the contingencics it is like'Y | g¢° first 
face. cay the da Which 
Factors in the decision to modif¥ ioe Pp berate 
corps are the decision to re-or8 ne] pakistan 
the Territorial Army, on_ whieh ind iets ray 
corps depends for mobile back M8 oo) o§ shirt 
maintenance of order in an emerl@ mn) (ple |, 
and the diffleutty of recruiting en" “tion, Py 
wardens, 4; atill) gy °Rle, nn 
Streamlining, it is reported, Wil! cold! far ¢} 
leave the corps with an important Vind are thei 
Including relief work in floods Val Pale way 
other disasters. The povernmen “pans pice agai 
maintain emergeney communica ing "Nine to 
supply systems, a network of Wi" doe ile the 
and monitoring posts and the ™ “fore th 
ground centres of udministratlon. pax reve falle 
The size of the corps. will be AE ial tyetsal to 
imately halved, At present, it jndv® (nal fron 
220,000, plus 130,000 workers 1 y Petract 
trial units, Vis 
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